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RALLY
REALLY
PACKED
DRIVERS hit out at the Monte
Carlo Rally’s organisers this
week after Saturday’s first stage
had to be cancelled when spec-
tators made it too dangerous to
carry on, writes Jenny Paul.

“These spectators are all over the
place, it is very irritating. They
have 400,000 people watching and
there really isn’t anywhere for
them to go,”Monaco-based Armin
Schwarz, who raced into eighth
place for the Hyundai team, told
The Riviera Gazette.

“I was up at 3:30 this morning and
out on the stage at 5am and it was
busy then,with fans still piling in,”five

times British
rally champion
Jimmy McRae,
who was scout-
ing for son
Colin, told The
Gazette. “I
thought then
that they were
going to have to
cancel it. There

were too many people around, and
cars were parked in crazy places.”

Having four separate stages over
four separate routes would ease the
problem,Schwarz maintains.Current
arrangements see the same two routes
used twice each day.“The organisers
won’t listen to us. It’s my personal
belief that two stages is easier for TV
coverage,”he continued.

Dangerous
The Automobile Club de Monaco,
which organises the event, accepts
this.“The stage on Saturday was can-
celled because a member of the pub-
lic’s car was parked in the way and it
was just too dangerous,” said the
ACM’s Patrick Mannoury.

“In the future, we may have to look
into ways of making the event safer.

Four stages a day is not impossible,
but it does make TV coverage easier if
we only have two,”he continued.

Viewing is difficult at the Monte
because the roads typically wind up
the sides of mountains,with rock faces
on one side and steep drops on the
other.Many spectators perched them-
selves on the outside of Armco barri-
ers on the edges of precipices, with
possibly disastrous results had a rally
car crashed in front of them.

Also,parking is very difficult along
the mountain stages,so rally fans keen
to avoid a long walk along the stage
wedge their cars into the most
improbable spots along the route.

Recent snow added to the dangers
this year,with snow and ice lying thick
on shaded corners. World champion
Marcus Gronholm crashed out of

contention on day one, leaving the
way clear for Sebastian Loeb to storm
to victory, followed closely by team-
mate Colin McRae. Carlos Sainz was
third,making it a 1-2-3 for Citroen in
their first full competitive season.

“The highlight of the rally for me
was Sunday. There was snow and ice
on the mountains and we put on the
slick tyres and it was very exciting – it
was a big challenge,” Armin Schwarz
told The Gazette.

Hard nut
“The Monte is a hard nut to crack,and
Colin would dearly love to win here.
But it’s so tough – there are so many
factors in the Monte; tyre choice,
weather, the car, the driver’s ability,”
dad Jimmy McRae, himself a five
times British rally driving champion,
told The Riviera Gazette on Saturday.

“The first day, up around Gap, is
definitely the most competitive,”
McRae explained. “Colin could win,
but this is Loeb’s home territory.
Colin will beat him in all the other ral-
lies, though”he added with a smile.

Early crowds cause stage
cancellation at the Monte

SCOUT . . . McRae Sr
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Year planner

Feb
● Spring is officially here with the start of
the Mimosa flower celebrations from Feb
7 to 23 in Mandelieu-La Napoule and
from Feb 9 in Biot, Tel: 04 93 65 78 00,
and St Raphael from Feb 10 to Feb 16.

● Feb 14 is St Valentine’s Day. Roses
will be distributed at the foot of the ski
slopes.

● The Nice Carnival – the highlight of
the Riviera’s winter season with parades
and flower processions – starts on Feb 21.
Tel: 08 92 70 74 07.

● Menton’s 70th Fête du Citron starts on
Feb 21, offering three weeks of fruity fun,
giant floats and statues. Tel: 04 92 41 76 76.

March
● During March there is free access for
students and under 26 year-olds to the
museums of Nice.

● Two days of festivities and
reconstructions in Golfe-Juan on Mar 1
and 2 commemorate Napoléon’s
landing in 1815, following his exile on
Elba. Tel: 04 93 63 73 12.

● The Combat Naval Fleuri carnival
parade runs through the streets of
Villefranche-sur-Mer on Mar 3, starting
at 14:00, and is followed by a battle of
flowers in the harbour at 14:30. Tel 04 93
76 33 06.

● Monte-Carlo is hosting the World
Music Awards on Mar 5 at Le Sporting at
21:00. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

● Tourrettes sur Loup celebrates the end
of the violet season with the Fête des
Violettes, a weekend of festivities from
Mar 7 to 9. Tel: 04 93 24 18 93

● The 12th Festival Musical du Grand
Hôtel du Cap Ferrat is on from Mar 7 to
Apr 4 with a season of top classical
musical performances. Tel: 04 93 76 50 50

● The Paris to Nice Cycle Race starts
Mar 9 and is expected on the Promenade
des Anglais, Nice on Mar 16.

● The Fête de l’Huile Nouvelle
Traditional, celebrating the new season’s
olive oil, is on Mar 15 in the Renoir
museum, Cagnes sur Mer. Tel: 04 93 20 61
64.

● The Carnaval des Enfants, a kids’
festival with a circus theme, takes place in
the streets of Biot during the week of Mar
12 to 22. Tel: 04 93 65 78 00.

● The 11th International Flower Show
takes place at the Citadelle,Villefranche-
sur-Mer from Mar 19 to 21. Tel: 04 93 76
33 06.

● One thousand of Europe’s brightest
young things descend on Monaco for the
Bal de la Rose, the major social event in
the Monaco calendar, on the weekend of
Mar 22 to 23. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

April
● The 13th Festival du Bateau d’Occasion
et du Motonautisme, the region’s largest
second hand boat sale, is on at
Mandelieu- La Napoule port from Apr 10
to 14. Entry is free. Tel: 04 93 49 95 31.

● The Jumping International de
Monaco show jumping competition is
on at the Espace Fontvieille from Apr 10
to 12. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

● The Tennis Masters Monte-Carlo
tournament, with the world’s top ranked
mens’ players taking part, runs from Apr
12 to 20. Tickets from €16 for one day to
€180 for a pass valid for the whole event.
Tel: 04 93 41 72 00.

● The 31st Salon Antiquités-Brocante,
with over 150 exhibitors from across
Europe, runs from Apr 12 to 27 in
Antibes. Tel: 04 93 34 65 65.

● The latest Spring/Summer 2003
fashion collections will be on show in
Juan-les-Pins on Apr 19 to 20 along with
fashion and vintage car parades, activities
and exhibitions at the Pinède Gould. Tel:
04 92 90 53 00.

● The Salon Mer & Vigne et
Gastronomie, a gourmet’s delight with
80 stands offering top quality produce,
takes place in Mandelieu-La Napoule
from Apr 25 to 27. Tel: 04 72 43 06 17.

● The 13th Annual French Wine
Growers Exhibition, when 210
vineyards from every region in France
converge at the Hippodrome in Cagnes
sur Mer, is on from Apr 27 to May 1. The
€7 entry price includes free tastings. Tel:
04 93 20 61 64.

● Mark Knopfler, of Dire Straits fame, is
in concert on Apr 28 at the Palais Nikaia.
Tickets €37.40 Tel:08 92 69 70 73.

May 
● Nice celebrates the Fête des Mais with
traditional food, wine and folklore in the
gardens of Cimiez on May 1 and every
Sunday through May. Tel: 08 92 70 74 07.

● The Fête du Nautisme, all through
this month, provides a chance to try out a
range of different water sports, free of
charge at many local sailing and
watersports clubs across the region. Tel:
04 93 92 82 82.

● The Fête des Fraises Strawberry
festival is on from May 3 to 4 in Carros to
celebrate the start of the local strawberry
season. Tel: 04 92 08 44 70

● The 32nd Grasse international rose
exhibition, ExpoRose 2003, runs from
May 8 to 11. Tel: 04 93 36 66 66.

● The world’s top sportsmen and women
gather in Monte-Carlo for the Laureus
World Sports Awards at the Grimaldi
Forum from May 12 to 15.

● The Cannes Film Festival is on at the
Palais des Festivals in Cannes from May
14 to 25. Tel: 04 93 39 24 53.

● The 3rd Grand Prix de Monte-Carlo
Historique is on May 18, with all the
thrills and spills of the Formula 1 Grand
Prix but none of the crowds and high
prices. Tel: +377 93 15 26 00.

● The big dates on the motor racing
calendar are May 29 to Jun 1 when the
Monte-Carlo F1 Grand Prix hits the
streets of Monaco. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

June 
● Menton opens its gardens, public and
private, to visitors this month.

● The Fête de la Saint Jean, celebrating
St John the Baptist’s day, sees festivities
start across the region at the end of June.
Tel: 04 92 14 48 00.

● The Salon du Cheval horse show is on
at the Hippodrome, Cagnes-Sur-Mer on
Jun 13 to 15. Tel: 04 93 20 61 64.

● Nice hosts the Inline Roller Skating
World Cup on Jun 15 on the Promenade
des Anglais. Tel: 04 93 80 62 83.

● The two-day Bataille de Fleurs, with
flower-covered floats and bands passing
through the streets of Old Antibes, takes
place on the weekend of Jun 7 and 8. Tel:
04 92 90 53 00.

● Les Voiles d’Antibes, the opening
event in the season’s classic yachting
calendar, begins on Jun 11. Tel: 04 93 34
442 47.

● The Fête de la Musique, the annual
national festival of music, sees events
taking place across the region on Jun 21.
Tel: 04 92 14 48 00.

● The Fête de la Transhumance, the
traditional Provençal festival celebrating
moving the sheep from the valleys up
into the mountains for the summer, takes
place on one of the last Sundays of the
month. Tel: 04 93 23 02 66.

July
● Jazz à Juan, the 43rd annual jazz
festival with top national and
international performers, runs from July
12 to 20 in the Pinède Gould, Juan-les-
Pins. Tel: 04 92 90 53 00.

● My Town is Tango hits the streets of
Menton from July 17 to 20 with South
American handicrafts, dance, tango
courses and exhibitions, all open to the
public.

● Monaco’s Grimaldi Forum is hosting
an Andy Warhol Exhibition from July 18
to Aug 31 in the Espace Ravel.

● The Fête Picasso will be celebrated in
the streets of Vallauris on July 20. Tel: 04
93 63 73 12.

● The Nice Jazz Festival, a unique
international jazz festival attracting some
of the greatest names in the business,
runs from July 22 to 29. Tel: 08 20 80 04 00

August 
● Grasse’s 54th Fête du Jasmin is on
from Aug 1 to 3, with animations,
musicals and fireworks in the streets of
the old town. Tel: 04 93 36 66 66.

● The 15th Biennale Internationale
des Antiquaires Joailliers et Galeries
d’Art fair, with top international dealers
in attendance, takes place at Le Sporting
d’Hiver, Monaco from Aug 1 to 17. Tel:
+377 92 16 61 16.

● The Music and Firework Festival hits
the Juan-les-Pins bay and La Siesta beach
on Aug 8, 15, 22 and 24. The world’s top
firework manufacturers provide displays
of light and sound, watched by more than
10,000 people. Tel: 04 92 90 53 00.

● The 24th World Boules
Championship, with top players from
around the world, takes place on
Bourgade hill, Cagnes-sur-Mer from Aug
23 to 24. Tel: 04 93 20 61 64.

September
● The Fête du Sports takes place this
month with towns across the region
holding open days at their sporting
facilities to encourage you to try new
sports.

● Nice’s International Triathlon, with
the world’s top triathletes swimming,
cycling and running around the
Promenade des Anglais, takes place on
the weekend of Sept 13 and 14. Tel: 08 92
70 74 07.

● New Orleans jazz music hits Nice from
Sept 3 to 6 with the 3rd Rencontres de
Jazz Traditionnel de Nice. Tel: 04 97 13
21 21.

● The Cannes Boat Show, the Festival
et Salon International de la Plaisance, is
on from Sept 10 to 15. Tel: 04 93 39 24 53.

● The world’s top athletes visit the area
from Sept 12 to 15 for the IAAF World
Athletics Final at the Stade Louis II,
Monaco. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

● The 14th Rallye Monte-Carlo de
Voitures Anciennes is on from Sept 12
to 20 with classic cars racing off through
Monaco and the hills beyond. Tél. +377
92 16 61 16.

● The 13th Monaco Yacht Show is on
from Sept 24 to 27 in the port of Monaco.
More than 100 yachts, 270 exhibitors and
15,000 visitors each year. Tel: +377 93 10
41 70.

October 
● It’s chestnut harvest time and festivals,
Fêtes de Châtaignes, are held all over
the area’s chestnut growing regions.

● Super cross biking comes to the Palais
Nikaia during October with The Nice
Super Cross Indoor. Tickets start from
€32.00. Tel: 04 93 80 87 07.

● The 9th Festival de Blues is held
during October at the Forum Nice Nord.
Tel: 08 92 70 74 07.

● Head to Saint-Jeannet during the week
of Oct 3 to 10 for the annual Fête des
Vignerons & des Agriculteurs. Tel: 04
93 58 03 26.

● Antibes’ Run for a Flower is on Oct 4
with more than 3,000 runners
participating in this great charity run,
following one of the most beautiful
circuits in the world. Each competitor
wins a rose. Tel: 04 92 90 53 40

● The 9th Monaco Kart Cup is on the

weekend of Oct 10 to 12 with plenty of
races on Monaco’s Quai Albert 1er to
satisfy all, including the Monaco Stars
Cup – a charity race featuring ex-
Formula 1 drivers. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

● The 14th Foire International de
Monaco runs from Oct 12 to 20 at the
International Conference Centre with
over 65,000 visitors, and 300 stands from
15 countries.

● The annual Festival Mondial de
l’Image Sous-Marine, a major
underwater photographic and film
festival attracting over 800 entries from
41 countries, is on at the Palais des
Congrés, Juan-les-Pins from Oct 29 to
Nov 2. Tel: 04 93 61 45 45.

November
● Tennis fans can see their heroes of
yesterday in action at the Grimaldi
Forum in Monaco this month at the
Tamoil Legends of Monte Carlo seniors
and pro-celebrity tennis tournament. Tel:
+377 92 166 116.

● The Festival Manca, Nice’s annual
modern music festival, is on this month
in old Nice. Tel: 04 93 88 74 68.

● The 12th Salon du Palais Gourmand
food fair takes place at the Hippodrome,
Cagnes-Sur-Mer from Nov 7 to 11. Tel: 04
93 20 61 64.

● The Rallye Historique du Haut-Pays
takes place on Nov 16 with historic rally
cars starting off with a tour along the
Promenade des Anglais before heading
into the hills for a day and a half of
rallying challenges. Tel: 04 93 87 18 17.

● The world’s top long distance runners,
plus lots of local amateurs, will be on the
Côte d’Azur for the Monaco Marathon
on Nov 16. Tel: +377 92 166 116.

● Monaco’s Fête National takes place on
Nov 18 to 19 with a series of events
celebrating the principality’s heritage. Tel:
+377 92 16 61 16.

● Nov 20 is Beaujolais Nouveau Day.

● The 10th Salon du Palais Gourmand
is on at the Palais des Congrès in St
Raphaël from Nov 21 to 24. The €16
entry fee allows you to sample anything
from the 150 foodie exhibitors. Tel: 04 94
19 52 52.

● Cannes’ Palais des Festivals hosts the
Festival International de la Danse
from Nov 22 to 29. Tel: 04 93 39 24 53.

● Food, glorious food will be abundance
at the 8th Monte-Carlo Gastronomic
Fair at the Espace Fontvieille from Nov 28
to Dec 1. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

● If you’ve got kids, don’t miss the two-
day Magic Festival at the Salle Nikaia in
Nice, the highlight of the year’s children’s
festivals, with everything from food
tasting to clowns and education to
pottery making. Tel: 04 93 80 24 45.

December
● Christmas comes early to the Côte
d’Azur with nearly all villages and towns
providing markets, fêtes and displays.

● From Dec 15, visit the Roya valley to
see the giant open air nativity scene,
choose santon figures and shop for all
things festive.

● A major antiques fair is to be held at
the Palais des Festivals, Cannes from Dec
27 to Jan 4. Tel: 04 93 39 24 53.

● The 4th Monte Carlo International
Fine Art and Antiques Fair runs from
Dec 28 to Jan 4 at the Grimaldi Forum.
Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.

Richard Baker

If you’re inviting friends to stay,or if
you’re a regular visitor to the area
yourself,The Gazette’s guide to the
major events on the Riviera in 2003 is
just the thing for making plans...

What to see in 2003

ABLE WAS I . . . see Napoléon in March

CARNIVAL . . . from February 21 in Nice

DREAM BOATS ... Monaco in September
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New French sizes
THE French union of clothing man-
ufacturers is to take the measurements
of over 10,000 people to find out their
exact dimensions, so that up-to-date
clothing sizes can be calculated.

The volunteers will be asked to step
into booths located in major chain
stores across the country, where 85
points on their bodies will be mea-
sured by a special scanner.

The measurements of French cloth-
ing sizes have not changed since 1970.

Smile, please
A 19-YEAR-OLD motorist from
Besançon arrived at the city’s main
police station and, finding the police
computer unmanned,took the chance
to erase details of his drink-driving
offence last week. He replaced the file
with a ‘smiley’ symbol.

But he wasn’t laughing when his
action led to a three-month suspend-
ed prison sentence, a three-month
driving ban and a fine of €400.

New yachtie event
THE Coupe de France will be revived
this spring in St Tropez if the Yacht
Club of France has its way.

Launched in 1891 as France’s
answer to the America’s Cup, the
competition was discontinued in
1991. But now there are plans for 60
boats to compete for the trophy in the
Gulf of St Tropez, from March 28 to
30.

Take the bus
A 25-YEAR-OLD man was caught
driving a stolen bus home after a night
out with a friend in Senlis in the Oise
department this week.

He had missed the last train on four
recent occasions, he told police, and
each time had stolen a bus to get back.

THE GOVERNOR of Monaco’s prison has been
suspended whilst an inquiry into last week’s jail-
break,the first in the Principality for fifty years,
is carried out, writes Jenny Paul.

Governor Charles Marson was told of the move
on Friday, after American Ted Maher and Italian
Luigi Ciardelli sawed through prison bars and low-
ered themselves to freedom on a rope made from
plastic bags last Tuesday night.

Maher is the former Green Beret given a ten year
sentence for starting the fire which killed billionaire
banker Edmond Safra and nurse Vivian Torrente in
a luxury Monaco penthouse in 1999. The former
nurse evaded detection as he left the Principality,
renowned for having more policemen and sur-
veillance cameras per head than anywhere else in
the world.

Maher was re-captured the next day at the
Apogia hotel in Nice after making phone calls to
wife Heidi and other family members in the US.He
also called a friend in Monaco to ask for the

American Embassy’s telephone number.
Monaco authorities are thought to have alerted

the French police, who swooped at 10:30 on
Wednesday morning. Maher is now being held in
Aix en Provence and faces extradition proceedings.

“Monaco has requested Ted’s extradition from
France.If this goes successfully he will again stand
trial in Monaco, where the maximum penalty for
escape is one year.His lawyers would not have rec-
ommended to him that he escape,” Donald
Manasse, Maher’s Monaco-based lawyer told The
Riviera Gazette.

“All he was trying to do was save Monaco the
expense of sending him to a French prison!”joked
Michael Griffith, Maher’s flamboyant American
defence lawyer. No clear explanation has emerged
for why Maher,who was only expected to serve two
more years, made the escape bid – although wife
Heidi is believed to be seeking a divorce after the
trial debacle.

Speaking about Monaco’s prison, Griffiths said
“The place is like a luxury hotel. They were eating
avocado and vinaigrette for lunch.He had a TV in
his cell and an en suite bathroom.”

Griffiths famously represented another escapee,
Billy Hayes. The story of his dramatic breakout
from a nightmare Turkish prison was made into
the film Midnight Express.

“If you escape,you can’t hole up in a hotel room,
you’ve got to keep on going,” Hayes told The
Gazette.

“What can I say? All my clients end up escaping,”
Griffiths jokingly concluded.COMPACT & BIJOU . . . a typical cell in Monaco’s prison

THE NOT SO
GREAT ESCAPE

NICKED ...Maher was detained by French police
at a hotel in Nice on Wednesday morning
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France,Germany cuddle up
FRANCE and Germany
signed a historic deal in Paris
last week, during a day of cel-
ebrations marking the 40th
anniversary of the Franco-
German Elysée treaty.

The agreement sees a new
era of close co-operation
between the two countries and
is seen as providing a blueprint
for the next stage of European
integration.

The agreement may even see
eventual joint nationality for
citizens of France and
Germany.

The two countries will now
hold joint cabinet meetings
every six months and ministers
from one country will be enti-
tled to sit in on the cabinet
meetings of the other.

A secretary-general will be
appointed, supported by a
deputy from the other country,
to supervise the relationship
and to allow close coordination
of defence, foreign and eco-
nomic policies.

Work will begin on the har-
monisation of some civil and
family laws and there will be an

annual Franco-German day on
January 22.

The two countries will also
field shared competitors in
international sporting events.

“France and Germany are
tied by a common destiny.Our
shared future cannot be sepa-
rated from that of a European
Union that is both wider and
deeper.

“That is why we wish to offer
our partners a common vision
of the Europe of tomorrow,”
said President Chirac and
Chancellor Schroeder.

PROSTITUTION is to
become a crime, carrying a
maximum two month prison
term and a €3,750 fine.

A new statute has been
passed by France’s lower house
and must now go before the
Senate. It will then go back to
the lower house before becom-
ing law.

This will “make things hard-
er for the pimps,” said Interior
Minister Nicolas Sarkozy dur-
ing the debate. It is impossible
to crack down on them “if we
let them put girls out on the
pavement,”he added.

TWO people died and ten
were injured in a head-on
train crash on the Nice-
Tende line on Monday
morning.

The trains,one French and
one Italian,collided on a sin-
gle track section in the Biona
tunnel, between Fontan and
Saint Dalmas,near the Italian
border.

At least five are described
as ‘seriously injured’and over
one hundred passengers are
said to be suffering with
shock after they and their
luggage were thrown about
during the smash.

SNCF says ‘human error’is
thought to be to blame.

THE US State Department has issued
a warning to all Americans living
abroad to be ready to leave their
homes “in the event of an evacuation”.

“Evacuations, especially under crisis
conditions, are inevitably very disrup-
tive and distressing for those involved,”
it warns.“Maintain an adequate supply
of food, water and necessary medica-
tions in your home.Keep your gas tank
full and check oil, tyres and batteries.”

“This is not the first time they have
issued a warning for Americans to keep
their heads down. It’s a part of our cul-
ture of fear. As a rule I try to stay low
key,” Priscilla Whitaker, one local US
expat, told The Riviera Gazette. “We
tend to be a rather overt people.I choose
to adapt to the culture I’m in.”

“We haven’t issued anything similar
and in my view the South of France is a
relatively safe place,” Jackie Procket
from the British Foreign Office assured
The Gazette.

RUMOURS that Sky Digital
is soon to issue new viewing
cards to all its users are true,
according to the firm.

But the new cards won’t need
to be activated via a UK tele-
phone line – a move that would
inconvenience the many
Riviera residents who use Sky
set-top boxes brought from the
UK.

“The implementation will
begin in the next few days, and
will rollout on a postcode by
postcode basis,from one end of
the UK to another,”the satellite
broadcaster’s Robert Fraser
told The Riviera Gazette on
Wednesday.

The replacement cards will
be posted to the account hold-

er’s UK address. Once put into
the Digibox,the new card takes
only a few seconds to auto-
enable itself, and unlike previ-
ous re-issues,telephone valida-
tion is not required.

Speculation surrounds the
reason for the re-issue, and
one local supplier told The
Gazette he’d heard that the
security system on the exisitng
cards had been breached.

However, Fraser disputes
this:“This is the first time we’ve
swapped the cards since Sky
Digital was launched in
October ’98.

“This is routine... there have
been no valid reports of anyone
hacking into the encryption
system,”he concluded.

Tart ban looms

US expats told
to hunker down

TWO DIE IN
TRAIN CRASH

Sky to issue new cards

NAUGHTY ... Nice’s working girls could be banged up under the new law

GIANNI AGNELLI, Italian
tycoon and owner of distinc-
tive locally-based superyacht
Stealth, died last Friday at the
age of 81.

Agnelli’s early life was that
of a playboy, full of movie
starlets and international
travel at a time when it was
the preserve of the rich.

But at 45 he took the helm
of Fiat, the business founded
by his grandfather and over
the years he transformed the
family’s interests, lowering
the stake in Fiat to just 30
percent and taking stakes in
or control of famous brands
including Ferrari, Bugatti,
Juventus Football Club, Club

Med and Chateau Margaux
wines.

“It’s the end of an era,” Ben
Mennem, a former captain of
Stealth, Agnelli’s magnificent
28.5 metre carbon-fibre sail-
ing yacht, told The Riviera
Gazette. 

“He was an incredible
man, who had a great pas-
sion for sailing. He adored his
yacht and came sailing on it
all the time. He always loved
a challenge.”

Agnelli reputedly used the
super-fast yacht strictly for
sailing – he kept other large
boats for entertaining, as well
as a palatial villa in
Villefranche-sur-Mer.

STEALTH OWNER DIES
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Var tourism down
THE Var had its worst January for
tourism for 25 years,according to the
department’s federation of cafés,
hotels, restaurants and nightclubs.

Restaurant visits were down 25%
on last year.Concerns about the world
political and economic situation are
being blamed for the drop.

Grocery shopping,
Monaco style
MONACO-BASED billionaire Philip
Green,owner of UK retailers BHS and
Top Shop, is expected to make a bid
for UK supermarket chain Safeway.

Scottish supermarket chain
Morrisons has already made an offer
valuing Safeway at £2.9bn whilst Wal-
mart, Sainsbury and Tesco also look
set to make bids.

Green’s company Trackdean is
expected to make a cash offer of 300p
per share, valuing Safeway at £3.2bn.

Athina O
ATHINA Roussel Onassis, the sole
heir of Greek shipping tycoon
Aristotle,celebrated her 18th birthday
yesterday and inherited the Onassis
fortune, estimated at US$4 billion.
Included is local yacht Christina O
and Monaco’s Hotel Metropole.

Phew what a scorcher!
SUNBATHERS basked on the beach-
es of Nice and some even took a dip in
the sea as temperatures soared to an
unseasonable 20 degrees on Tuesday.

Teachers strike
OVER 2000 teachers demonstrated in
Nice on Tuesday as part of a National
day of action against government
education polices, which teachers say
threaten staffing levels.

MORE than fifty Australians
gathered in Nice on Monday
night for the first meeting of the
Riviera’s newest expat associa-
tion, writes the Gazette’s resi-
dent Melbournite, Alison
Craddock.

The Australian Club’s party at
Charlie’s Email Café was attended
by local Aussies young and old,
from new arrivals to long-time
French residents.

Some of the guests even brought
special Antipodean treats.

“I was home in Sydney recently and
knew this party was coming up so I
loaded my suitcase with goodies to
bring back,” John Palethorpe, 29, of
Nice told The Gazette.

“We had an Australia day barbie at
our place on Sunday and I introduced
our French friends to Fantales, Iced
Vovos, Vegemite, Milo and Space
Food Sticks,” said John, who heard
about the club through The Gazette.

His friend Helen had even brought
along some ‘fairy bread’, a popular
party treat made of sliced white bread
slathered with margarine and hun-

GOOD TUCKER . . . John, Helen and Nick get stuck into some genuine Aussie cuisine

MATES ... Aussie yachties Skippy and Nick
FAN CLUB . . . Ex-soldier Reg and wife
Giesele became Aussies for the night
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G’DAY RIVIERA
THE EU moved a step closer to clos-
ing European tax evasion loopholes
last week.

Twelve EU states will now automat-
ically exchange information on non-
residents’savings accounts so they can
be taxed in their home country.

The remaining three countries –
Luxembourg, Austria and Belgium –
will impose a withholding tax of up to
35% on non-resident accounts.

“As from January 1 next year, if not
before, any resident of France will
have details of accounts they hold
overseas notified to the French tax
authorities,” Bill Blevins of Blevins
Franks International explained to The
Riviera Gazette.

“If you have cash on deposit in the
Channel Islands or other EU offshore
centres, and you declare the interest
earned on your tax return at the end
of the year,then you will have nothing
to fear. However, if you don’t declare,
it’s quite likely that you will receive an
unwelcome visit from the taxman.”

The EU is now seeking similar
withholding tax agreements with
other countries and,until then,funds
held in countries like Monaco and
Switzerland are not covered by the
agreement.

But Howard Bilton,chairman of tax
planning specialists The Sovereign
Group, believes getting these coun-
tries’agreement may not be as easy as
the European Council hopes. Whilst
the statement says the EU should enter
into a deal with Switzerland along
these lines, “our own information is
that Switzerland is still rejecting such
an agreement,”he told The Gazette.

EU clamps down
on tax dodgers

dreds and thousands.
The club recruited thirty-three

members on the night, thanks to the
colourful antics of founder and ex-
Sydneysider Nick Laletin,who refused
to stop talking “until someone buys
me a beer.” Nick first came to the
Riviera seven years ago while on a “ten
year walkabout”and now lives in Nice
with his French wife.

Not all were Australian, however.
British ex-paratrooper Reg Forknall
and his wife Giesele came along
because their 23 year-old grand-
daughter was recently in Australia and
had raved about the country.

“She had such a marvellous time
there, we were very interested when
we heard about this Australian club,”

said Reg.
“My regiment, the Ninth Batallion,

has also just affiliated with the Red
Beret International Australian
Paratroopers Association, which is
another reason why I came.”
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Classifieds
My Riviera

Mike Riddel tells how moving to France took him from
dolphin trainer to boss at Antibes’Marineland theme park...

AUTO
Two wheels

● SCOOTER Piaggio Sfera 80, ‘92 black,
runs perfectly, + helmet/lock €450. Tel:
06 19 13 42 83

Two wheels +
● 1996 FIAT Barchetta convertible,
immaculate condition, yellow with
alloy wheels 64,000km, €8000. Tel: 06
74 55 45 47
● ROVER 820 si auto, uk plates, rhd, dri-
ven from uk, good reliable runner, used
daily, sunroof, central locking & elec
windows, good tyres & exhaust, 1989,
158,000m. Tel: Thierry 06 09 61 58 02
● ROVER 416 si, 1999, all ops, ac, radio
cd. Perfect general cond, 66,000kms
€6500. Tel: 06 14 08 47 68
● 1999 PASSAT estate tdi 110hp pack
comfort, ac, cd, 95Kkm, metallic blue
green €14000 ono. Tel: 06 21 24 24 71

Auto Accessories
● SUBARU impreza, brand new set of
alloy wheels with snow tyres, 205 x 50
€1200. Tel: 06 70 58 50 98

BUSINESS
Business opportunities

● FOR SALE health & beauty club
Slender You. Between Nice-Cannes,
SARL, 13 yrs working, 3 massage
lounges, ideal for soft medicine
€40,000. 06 62 32 95 57/04 93 32 06 92

Business services
● NEED help writing and typing up
your CV? Professional recruiter able to
offer advice concerning content and
presentation of your CV. Full typing and
printing services also available. Tel:
Contact 06 68 76 27 55

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
● INTERNATIONAL Baptist Church wel-
comes you! NICE: 13, rue Vernier, ser-
vices every Sunday evening at 18:30,
information 0493 24 92 61, SAINT-
PAUL: Espace Saint Claire Commercial
Centre, Level 0, services every Sunday
morning at 10:45, information 04 93 77
31 45
● PURCELL chamber choir conducted
by Florence Daly, specialising in English
choral music, is looking for singers with
a good knowledge of sight-reading,
expecially sopranos, tenors & basses.
For info: Florence 06 80 53 22 41/04 93
45 46 05 or Virginia 04 93 75 57 47/06
62 16 57 47. Rehearsals in Holy Trinity
Church Cannes on Mon evenings

COMPUTERS
NEED HELP installing or

maintaining your computer,
printer, scanner, ADSL or any

other software/hardware
problem to solve? Qualified

System Administrator living on
the Cote d’Azur, available 7/7,
speaks fluent English, Swedish
and competent French. Call me
for any job. Tel: 06 76 94 71 44

or jens.scott@wanadoo.fr or visit
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/techmedic/

● Book your classified ad online at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com

IT SERVICES PROVIDER
Troubleshooting, installations,
software/hardware supplies, I
also build websites, databases
& bespoke software, Fluent in

English, French, German &
Japanese PROFESSIONALLY

QUALIFIED Contact James
Erven on:. Tel: 06 18 39 52 51 or

james@erven.co.uk

COURSES
● FRANCOPHONIE Institut in Mougins.
Learn or improve your French with your
native French highly experienced
teacher in a lively and informal atmos-
phere. All levels and nationalities wel-
come. Business French also available.
Tel: 06 60 18 41 47
● FRENCH immersion courses for adults
at family run centre www.parlons-en-
provence.com Tel: 04 90 94 43 87

ENTERTAINMENT
● TRADITIONAL Scottish bagpipe play-
er available for weddings, parties,
events. Tel: Michael 06 13 36 47 16

FILM GUIDE
Le Casino
Av.du 24 aout, Antibes
BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM
Tue 20:30

Les Arcades
Rue Felix Faure, Cannes
ANALYZE THAT
Daily 18:00, 22:00
PUNCH-DRUNK LOVE
Daily 14:00, 16:00, 20:00

Cinema Sporting
Place du Casino, Monte-Carlo
MR DEEDS
Fri 17:30
SWEET HOME ALABAMA
Sat 19:30
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS
Thu 17:30, 21:00
GANGS OF NEW YORK
Fri 17:30 Tue 17:30

La Maison Pour Tous
Rond Point du 8 Mai,Montauroux
SWEET SIXTEEN
Thu 20:30, Sun 20:30, Mon 17:00

La Strada
Rte de Cannes, Mouans-Sartoux
ALL OR NOTHING
Thu 19:45, Fri 22:00, Mon 19:45, Tue 17:15

Cinémathèque
Esplanade Kennedy,Nice
BUSTER KEATON: HAYSEED ROMANCE, BLUE

BLAZES, THE CHEMIST & ONE-RUN ELMER
Sat 16:30
BUSTER KEATON RIDES AGAIN & THE GOLD

GHOST
Sat 18:00
AFTER HOURS
Thu 14:00, Fri 18:15, Sat 22:00
MONSOON WEDDING
Sat 20:00

Mercury
Place Garibaldi, Nice
ALL OR NOTHING
Thu 20:10
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE
Thu 15:15, Sat 17:00, Mon 20:10
INSOMNIA
Fri 21:40, Tue 14:30
CALLAS FOREVER
Sun 17:00
THE PIANIST
Fri 14:30, Sat 19:10
MINORITY REPORT
Sun 21:30
MULHOLLAND DRIVE
Sun 21:40
SWEET SIXTEEN
Thu 15:30, Sat 17:00
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS
Thu 20:10, Sat 21:30, Mon 20:10, Tue 21:30
AUSTIN POWERS, GOLDMEMBER
Thu 15:30, Fri 19:25, Sun 14:40, Mon 20:10
BLOODY SUNDAY
Fri 20:45, Sat 14:30, Sun 19:25, Mon 18:00,

Tue 19:25
SPIDER
Thu 18:00, Fri 14:30, Sat 20:45, Mon 16:00

UGC Rialto
Rue de Rivoli, Nice
THE DANCER UPSTAIRS
Daily 13:45, 19:15
GANGS OF NEW YORK
Daily 14:00, 17:30, 21:00
ANALYZE THAT
Daily 15:50, 22:10
MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING
Thu 20:00
GINOSTRA
Daily 16:30, 21:45
PUNCH-DRUNK LOVE
Daily 13:50, 18:05, 20:05

Cinéma Les Visiteurs du Soir
Vallis Bona,Valbonne
ALL OR NOTHING
Thu 20:30, Sun 20:30, Mon 20:30

FINANCIAL SERVICES
MITCHELL JOHNSON Independent

financial advice. We are holding
weekly workshops on French tax
from NOW till March. “I’d wish I’d

spoken to Mitchell Johnson” Call 04
92 29 29 60 to find out more

● Book your classified ad online at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
● MODERN approach to weight man-
agement, talk by the Howard founda-
tion at Holy Trinity Church, Cannes. Feb.
6th, 18:00, free, all welcome. Tel: 04 93
87 19 83 for more info
● WEIGHT Loss: 2-5 Kg a month,
Naturally Inspired Products, Money
Back Guarantee, Call Darryl on 06 03 81
56 06 www.NoWeightProblem.com

HOBBIES & SPORT
FITT Physique Ski instruction C.S.I.A 1

to 1 or small groups Sports &
relaxation massage I.T.E.C Alleviate

stress, strains & spinal problems
Personal fitness training at your

home or business. Tel: Rich 04 93 77
60 72 / 06 10 28 80 99

I CAME here in 1970.I was a dol-
phin trainer in Cleethorpes,

Marineland was just starting and my
dolphins from England came here, so I
came with them.

I came with the idea of spending a short
time. In those days, you had to book an
appointment to make a telephone call
home and you had a two hour wait.
Flights home cost £400,which thirty years
ago was a lot of money.

So the south of France was a long way
from home. In those days there weren’t
many expats here and I always had French
girlfriends. I still don’t know one expat. I
am very involved with the French culture
and my wife Monique is French.

Marineland was tiny.We had one killer
whale, four dolphins and a sea lion. In the
first year,we had 26,000 visitors.This year
we’re expecting one and half million.

It was good fun; we’d do a show and then
run to the drinks stall and serve Coca-
Colas to the visitors. There were twelve
members of staff.This summer,we’ll have
six hundred.

We’ve become known for breeding now,
as half the animals were born here.We had
the first killer whale born here outside the
US. They’re ‘at it’ the whole time! They’re
happy because the pools are big and we
work hard to keep them happy.

Out of work,I like going to the Ancre de
Chine restaurant in Antibes as I’m good
friends with Maurice,the owner.I’m near-
ly teetotal, a glass and a half of wine is
enough for me.

I love the sea and the weather here
means there’s virtually no tides,so it’s nice
for sailing. The weather is always warm.

I used to go boating in Poole harbour
and there’s no way I could go boating there
at this time of year, without my artic

weather gear.I can easily go out on the sea
here at this time of year.

In the summer, I’m going to take my
boat over to Corsica.It’s a ninety mile jour-
ney and you can always see land on either
side of you.

I do have another claim to fame. I’m an
integral part of starting an association
called RIMMO.We’re creating a whale and
dolphin sanctuary in the Mediterranean
between here and Corsica. We got Italy,
France and Monaco to sign a treaty in ’99.
It came into application in France in April
last year; the idea is to protect the dolphins
and whales from fishermen’s driftnets.

This area is one of the easiest for seeing
dolphins and whales in the wild.There are
around 10 000 dolphins and four different

species. You can see sperm whales five
miles off Cap d’Antibes.

I love walking up in the hills. I’ve got a
flat up in Auron.I don’t ski,but my kids do.
I have three kids,four grandchildren,a dog
and a cat.

I dislike the behaviour on the roads here.
Aggressive posture on the streets is main-
ly that, just posturing. But when people
have a lethal weapon like a car in their
hands they become dangerous.I hope the
government are successful with their cam-
paign to crack down on dangerous drivers.

I left England aged 20, so I don’t really
know what it’s like now. The day I retire I
will stay here. When I come to the end of
my existence, I’m quite happy for
it to end here.

❝

WHALE OF A TIME . . . Mike Riddel runs Biot’s Marineland, Europe’s largest marine theme park

❞

TR
G

/J
en

n
y 

P
au

l



The Riviera Gazette Thursday 30 January 2003 7

C
M

Y
K

Classifieds

Choose your options
Type of advert: ■■ Private ■■ Trade

Optional extras – see section 3 for prices.

■■ Use all BOLD type ■■ Put a box around the advert

■■ Reply box number (for privacy; personal ads only)

❷

❸

Classified Advertisement Order Form
Please write in capitals, one letter in each box, with an empty box between each word.
Minimum charge for trade ads is three lines/96 characters.

Optional extra lines:

❶ Compose your advert

Name:

Tel:

Address:

Payment:
■■ Cash ■■ Cheque, in euros, drawn on a French bank,

payable to ‘The Riviera Gazette’
■■ Carte Bleue/Credit card (enter number and expiry date below)

Expiry

Signature: Date:

❹ About you, and payment

Work out the price

5 simple steps to a speedy sale! This is the perfect marketplace for your 
palace or your Porsche, gold-fish bowl or golfclubs. Just fill in this form and 
send us your ad with payment (if applicable) and we’ll print it in the next issue.

Free 
private ads

Classified ads
Private users save €10 with this form

Save 
€10
on private

ads

I’d like my ad to appear times (Free ads run only once)

Private Trade
per issue per issue

TTC Hors Taxes
Up to 96 chars (3 lines) FREE! €10.00 €10.00

Extra 32 char lines, each +€2.50 €2.50
All bold type +€5.00 +€5.00
Box round ad +€7.50 +€7.50

Tax is included in private ad prices, but must be added for trade ads.
If you’d like us to work out the price for you, fax or email your ad to us 
and we’ll call you back.

Terms: All ads must be legal, decent and honest. 
Ads are run at the sole discretion of the 
publisher. Free offer applies to private 
ads only. Payment due with booking. 
Free ads will be published in first 
available issue. Ad deadline: Midday Tuesday ❺

MAIL to: Riviera Gazette Classifieds, 738 Route Notre Dame (Cidex 47), 06330
Roquefort les Pins, France • EMAIL to classifieds@TheRivieraGazette.com • FAX to
04 93 09 66 53 • or submit ONLINE at http://www.TheRivieraGazette.com

TRAFFIC
UPDATE
Motorways
Get real-time traffic information on line at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com/links or lis-
ten to regular traffic reports in English on
107.7fm whilst you’re on the motorway

Local roads
● Antibes Access severely restricted on
Rue Thuret until Mar 20
● Antibes The road around the ram-
parts in the old town is closed for exten-
sive works until Apr 30
● BBiioott  30Km/h limit along the RN7 until
Mar 28
● BBiioott  50Km/h limit daily until 17:00 on
RD4 until April 11
● GGaattttiieerreess//CCaarrrrooss  50Km/h limit daily
until 17:00 until Mar 26
● LLaa  TTrriinniittee  Tree felling along the
RD2204A means a 20Km/h speed limit
and traffic lights between 9:00 and 11:00
and after 16:40
● NNiiccee  Road closure at the port end of
the Quai des Etats Unis until the end of
Feb.Expect delays and diversions.
● RReeggoommaass  RD109 50Km/h limit until
Jan 31
● SStt  JJeeaannnneett  50Km/h limit until Feb 28
● Villeneuve-Loubet Long-term
50Km/h limit on the RN98 coast road

HOUSEHOLD
● FINE fitted kitchens supplied and
installed. Call Gilbert Giordano in
Sophia 0493 95 81 11 or 06 20 40 30 84,
http://www.aie.fr
● 1 WATERCOLOUR & 1 pen ink wash
of Thames sailing barges, 1977 by
Anthony Osler well known Norfolk
school artist, 12cm x 18cm. E-mail
stgeo@wanadoo.fr
● LARGE blue sofa-bed, used once
€450, red sofa(comes in 3 parts with
corner section),only 8 months old
€800, Monaco. Tel: +377 99 99 99 41
● AMAZING quality American luxuri-
ous beds, king and queen sizes, brand
new from €600. Tel: Paul 06 70 08 06 71
● PLASMA TVs, 42 inch, €2000 each
brand new. Tel: Paul 06 70 08 06 71
● SET of ebony & brass parallel rules
(for chartwork) circa 1840. Original
property of Captain Norrie e-mail:
stgeo@wanadoo.fr with offers
● HEN house, rabbit hutches, poultry
breeding cages & misc. items, airline
dog carriers, electric fencing & more.
Tel: 06 03 88 00 83
● MINK coat brown size 40, worn once
must sell €650. clinicrehab@yahoo.com
● 14k RUBY ring size 5 €150. E-mail
clinicrehab@yahoo.com
● PURPLE taffeta gown size 38, 5 feet
10” long. E-mail clinicrehab@yahoo.com

JOBS OFFERED
● DO you have Marine Industry Skills,
Yes? Then add your details to our data-
base of contractors. Call at our office – 6
Rue des Palmiers, Antibes. Or phone on
0493 34 06 82, fax 0493 34 55 73 or
email info@dsmaritime.com
● WORK AT HOME U.S. Co. expanding
in Europe $500-$1500 P/T $2000-
$6000 F/T Full Training-Paid Vacations
http://www.4freedom.info
● GOT A Computer? Put it to Work!
€500 - €2000 part/full time vacancies
www.GlobalHomeWork.com or email
for Info contact@GlobalHomeWork.com
● MANAGER & barista required for cof-
fee shop in Cagnes sur Mer please email
Hansett@aol.com
● SEEKING Au Pair in Grenoble for eng-
lish speaking family -couple & 2 chil-
dren. Ideally in 25-30 age group, acco-
modation provided, duties include
assisting with cleaning & baby sitting.
Reply on k3452@hotmail.com

JOBS WANTED
● ENGLISH babysitter/nanny, speaks
French, experienced & reliable, own
transport. Tel: Claire 06 09 06 88 38

TRILINGUAL PA looking for
secondary properties to

manage in Valbonne — Vence
area. Skills: translations,

receiving int. clients &
supervising construction.

Languages: English, German &
French. Attributes:

trustworthy, reliable &
available immediately! Tel:

Irene 06 10 44 04 50 /
i.raffa@wanadoo.fr

● MOTIVATED int’l business & french
graduate, 1yr work exp, seeks market-
ing job. E-mail: bs7902@yahoo.fr

MAN FRIDAY: well educated man
(40) seeks gardening, house/dog

sitting etc. own transport,
English/French, excellent refs.

Tel: 06 14 66 12 24

● BUTLER/Guardian, very experienced,
working in Var. Requires new post. Tel:
06 75 18 92 19 negotiable

LONELY HEARTS
● LADY; gentle, feminine, young at
heart, good physical & moral well
being, cultured, in her 50s, single,
divorcee, is looking for a gentleman
aged 56 — 65 who is dynamic, reliable,
thoughtful, tender, kind & interested in
possibly travelling on humanitarian
missions. Tel: 06 88 62 55 47
● LADY in Monaco looking for a well
educated man to play tennis or as golf
partner & friendship over 30 yrs old
prefered e-mail: intermedia5@hot-
mail.com

PETS
● DOG pension: dogs live indoors, play
in a fenced garden. Tel: S. Dyby 04 93 01
84 98 / dyby@wanadoo.fr

● BEAUTIFUL 18mth female Japanese
akita Husky. Not good with other dogs,
friendly with people. Great guard dog,
needs lots of space €50. Tel: Kate 06 67
42 99 75

PROPERTY
NO Crime – NO Stress – NO

Pollution With property prices
half or less compared with the

Riviera and with secure title
deeds investing in Cyprus is
safe and highly rewarding.

Cyprus offers the lowest profit
and income tax in the entire

E.E.C For information :
www.houseunderthesun.com

Or call Ido :06 76 51 76 98.

Property for rent
● LOVELY large 1bd apart. in Old Nice,
great loc near sea. Avail. high season
July — Sept €900/week, suit responsi-
ble couple, can sleep 3. Tel: call Suzan
or David on +44 79 56 381 995 or +44
2072 473 819
● GORGEOUS 1 bd apt f/f Golfe Juan
overlooking sea, pool, parking, direct
access to secluded beach. Suit couples
&/or single professionals €850 pcm +
EDF. Tel: Tracy 06 21 01 43 07
● NEWLY refurbished loft studio in
heart of Vieux Nice, available weekly or
monthly lets. charges inc. Tel: Paul 06
70 08 06 71
● VALBONNE, 15km Cannes, 25km
Nice airport, luxury villa apartment
parking garden sleeps 2 secours1@hot-
mail.com
● EXCELLENT holiday accom. near St
Paul de Vence, 60m2 apart in grounds
of Provencal villa, sleeps 4, garden &
BBQ, panoramic views. Weekly rental
€600 inc.. Tel: 06 76 86 99 38 /
neville.scott@atsat.com
● IMMACULATE furnished villa. Biot
village & sea views, €600/w low
€3000/w high, 4 bdrm, 2 baths. Garden
& pool. Tel: 04 93 65 53 10
● ROQUEFORT les pins, ideal student, 2
bed apart, furnished €350 /m / pers.
Tel: 06 14 10 03 72
● CANNES luxury 1 bd furn apart
long/short let
www.homelidays.com/rental5631 or
joel51@vxtras.com
● NICE, studio with seaview, garden &
pool. www.rjhemingway.plus.com. Tel:
0044 131 667 5002

Property Services
● SELLING your house? Make those 1st
impressions count. Call “Belle-to-sell”
House Doctors 06 22 94 59 08

Property share
● FLAT share in Nice, large 2 bedroom
apart, west Nice, nr Promenade, €450
each inc. charges. Tel: Pete 06 77 64 92
09

Property wanted
DO you have a luxury holiday villa?
Would you like a responsible and

renowned villa holidays company to
manage you holiday rental? If yes

contact Palmer and Parker. Tel: 00 44
1494 815 411 to talk to us or visit
www.palmerparker.com for more

information

● 360º Real estate tours webpage and
email tour from €250
www.vm360.com/realestate. Tel: 04 93
74 79 32

SERVICES
● THE Butler cometh! English Butler/
Housemanager. RAF trained and in pri-
vate service, now seeking to relocate to
the south of France. Please see...
www.thebutlermrbrian.freeservers.com
Thanking you. Mr Brian

TRAVEL
LONDON: Not another pokey

hotel room – rent a luxury
Kensington apartment! Newly

renovated and furnished,
sleeps 6 (2 dbl, 1 twin),

available 1-4 wks at €1050/wk.
2 mins tube, nr museums.

Tel: 04 93 09 69 07

● 100m2 FLAT on canal in Amsterdam.
2 bedrooms, balcony S-W €1500ex 1
year. E-mail eplebani@freeler.nl
● FABULOUS villa apt. Copenhagen DK
see http://www.webpak.net/~scapri/
house.html or. Tel: 001 310 476 1210
● FURNISHED apartments in Zurich,
best locations, very exclusive see
www.moebliert.com for more info
● NETHERLANDS, The Hague, 3 rooms
for rent, total €550 / month (incl.). E-
mail: prluiks@wanadoo.nl
● MADRID, small apart. located next to
S.Cipriano metro station. E-mail
andrea_fuente@yahoo.es
● ITALY- Florence — Beautiful, clean &
cheap rooms, all with own kitchenette.
Take a look at www.florenceguest.com!!!
● VILLAGE house with spectacular
views of Luberon. Slps 5, 3 bds, 2 bth.
jacuzzi, large terrace, garage.
Contact:dvenediger@compuserve.com
Tel: +1 917 493 6074

ST. LUCIA, BARBADOS, JAMAICA,
MARBELLA, ALGARVE, COTE D’AZUR.

PALMER and PARKER, luxury villa
holidays in luxury destinations. Prices
from £730 per week. Tel: 0044 1494
815 411 to order your brochure or

visit www.palmerparker.com

● PARIS Bastille: 56m² apt. 2/3p, view
of “la Coulée Verte”. Secure, caretaker,
close to Bastille, Gare de Lyon Metro &
buses. Non-smokers, guarantee
required. 09/02-17/02 & 15/07-30/08
€500/wk. Tel: 06 61 56 10 84 /
miss64@club-internet.fr
● PARIS, Montmartre, charming apt,
Paris view, 3 rooms, furn. €800/w. Tel:
06 80 58 31 44 / blanc-
neige@ifrance.com
● CALIFORNIA Penthouse apt. across
street from Stanford University, avail
May-Oct. Tel: 001 310 476 1210
● LE THOLONET nr Aix-en-Provence,
furnished, 1 bed, garage, washer/dryer,
slps 3, €575/w, longer periods neg. See
it at www.aixhome.fr.st or. Tel: owner
04 42 26 26 54
● LOVELY stone holiday cottage,
Aveyron, Najac area, slps 6, fireplace,
sauna, terrace, nice view, pool, nr river.
02 47 41 73 30 or email les.fauvettes@
laposte.net
● HOLIDAY house Brittany (22), slps 6,
fireplace, garden, in countryside, quiet,
ideal to visit Brehat, Paimpol, Perros
areas, 15km to beach. Tel: 02 47 41 73
30 / les.fauvettes@laposte.net

TV & SATELLITE
● SKY digibox with card for BBC1/2,
ITV, C4, C5 etc. Can help with installa-
tion €300. Tel: 06 79 69 63 79

WINE
● Chateau Brane Cantenac 1928
€1525. Tel: chapbros@hotmail.com

“Time you enjoy wasting, was not wasted”
John Lennon

● ·REF 8009 FOR SALE: NICE centre,
fully renovated apart. in 1905 build-
ing, 75m² living /dining area, 3 bed-
room, bathroom, wc & cave €191,500. 
● ·REF 7807 FOR SALE: NICE, 85m²
apart, sea views from 20m² terrace in
belle epoque villa. Living/dining area,
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom €350,000. 
● ·REF 7986 FOR RENT: VENCE, 130m²
apart., furnished, equipped kitchen, 3
bed, 2 bath. 120m² roof terrace, great
views. L/T rental €1,800/m.
● ·REF 7901 FOR RENT: NICE old town,
Stylish 55m² apart, living/dining area,
kitchen, bathroom, fully furnished &
ac. Rental €1,322/m.

Property for Sale
MANDELIEU la Napoule, lovely

3rm apart, 65m2, 100m from
beach, newly fitted, nr shops &
school, v. calm, double glazing,

air con, equipped kitch,
balcony, living rm with

chimney, bathroom, separate
WC €235,000. Tel: 06 63 49 07
39 / pierrejamet@hotmail.com

● T4 Apartment in Mougins within
guarded estate with pool, garage, bal-
cony, 3 bedrooms, 2 br. Tel: 06 80 18 57
68
● Book your classified ad online at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com
● ST. TROPEZ, 35m2 1 br. apartment,
designer decorated, fully furnished
price €180.000. Tel: 06 76 51 76 98 or
visit www.houseunderthesun.com

VALBONNE villa 3+1 bedroom,
aircon, pool, tennis

www.vm360.com/vtvilla €520,000
private sale. Tel: 04 92 94 04 37

● NICE, Victor Hugo. 3rd & top floor,
lift, large entrance hall, 4/5 rooms, 2
bathrooms, 140m2, balcony & garden
€146,000. Tel: 06 03 66 98 24
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What’s On and Where To Go...

Palais des Congrès Europa, Mandelieu from
today until Feb 3. Open 10:00 to 19:00 daily,
entry is €3.00. Tel: 04 93 93 64 65.

● Continuing today is the Monaco business
law seminar.

Saturday 1
● The Monte Carlo historic rally, the 6th
Rallye Automobile Monte Carlo Historique,
starts today with the first leg involving
competitors leaving Reims, Turin, Barcelona,
Bad Homburg and Monte-Carlo at 15:00 for
Vals Les Bains. Tomorrow cars leave Vals les
Bains at 7:45 for Valence. On Monday the cars
race from Valence to Gap from 7:00 while on
Tuesday the cars will leave Gap at 7:30 for
Monaco where they’re expected to arrive at
13.30. The final leg starts at 20:00 on Tuesday
before finishing on Wednesday at 15.15. Tel:
+377 93 15 26 00.

● Antibes Juan les Pins’ 12th Festival d’Art
Sacré continues with a concert, featuring the
music of Haydn, at the Cathédrale d’Antibes at
21:00. Tel: 04 92 90 53 00.

● The Coupe de France de Snowboard, the
French national snowboard competition,
comes to Isola this weekend. The competition
starts at 9:00 each day at the Front de Neige.
Tel: 04 93 23 15 15.

● The Nice Branch of the British Association
of the Alpes-Maritimes and the Var will be
holding a lunch today at the Restaurant aux
Gourmets, Nice at 12.30. The three-course
meal costs €26.00 for members,€27.00 for
non-members. Call Brian Loveless on 04 93 95
01 46 to book.

● The Nice Philharmonic Orchestra
performs music of Mozart and Martinù today
at the MAMAC at 16:30. Tel: 04 92 17 40 40.

● Bargain hunters can head to the Espace
Chiris, Grasse today and tomorrow for the
Bourse Echange Auto-Moto Retro, a second
hand bike and car sale, from 8:00 to 18:00.
Tel: 04 93 36 66 66.

● The sixth Kermesse aux Poissons starts
today and runs until Febuary 28. Chefs
throughout Theoule-sur-Mer are putting on
special menus, featuring their best fish dishes.
Tel: 04 93 49 28 28.

BLAST FROM THE PAST . . . watch Monaco’s
historic rally on Tuesday evening, when the
cars set off for a night on the Col de Turini

thursdaynext issue out

february 6
next week!
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Thursday 30
● The Garden Club of Monaco begins its
annual exhibition in the Foyer-Bar of the
Théâtre Princesse Grace today, until Feb 2. Tel:
+377 93 25 32 27.

● The University of Monaco is hosting a
seminar on all the facets of Monegasque
business law today and tomorrow starting at
9:00 each day on the second floor. Call Bill
Lightfoot on +377 97 98 6996 to book a place.

● Continuing today and this week is the
circus show Il Florilegio at the Esplanade De-
Lattre-de-Tassigny, Nice, until Feb 9.

Friday 31
● The Ski Voile International starts today
from Port Gallice, Juan les Pins with three days
of international yachting starting at 10:30
each day. Tel: 04 96 65 80 00.

● The first round of the Primo Cup-Trophée
starts from the Monaco Yacht Club at 13:00
today. Eleven different nationalities compete in
races over the next two weekends. Tomorrow’s
racing starts at 11:00 and Sunday’s racing
starts at 10:00. Prize giving at 18:00. Tel: +377
93 10 63 06.

● Brian Schembri gives a piano recital at the
Salle des Variétés, Monaco tonight at 20:30,
with music from Beethoven, Schumann and
others. Ticket, start at €32.00 and are available
from FNAC or Carrefour. Tel: 06 78 63 12 17.

● The Princess Grace Irish Library is hosting
a lecture by architect Renaud Barrès on
Roquebrune-Cap-Martin’s E-1027, considered
a masterpiece of modern architecture and
created by Irish architect-designer Eileen Gray
tonight at 20:30. Call +377 93 50 12 25 to book
a seat.

● The Maison des Vins, Les Arcs is hosting a
jazz evening with the Ian Anderson Trio and
guest Tony Bagwell on baritone sax and flute at
20:30. Tickets €12.00.Tel: 04 94 04 49 60 to book.

● French jazz groups So What and Nabis
perform on rue Ponzone, La Gaude tonight
from 21:00. Tel: 04 93 24 47 26.

● The Ballet de l’Opera de Nice performs
Pièce du Repertoire, to the music of Mozart at
the l’Espace Magnan, Nice at 21:00 tonight,
Saturday at 15:00 and 21:00 and Sunday at
15:00. Tickets from €4.00. Tel: 04 93 86 28 75.

● Adapt in France has two workshops today,
covering Social Secruity from 9:30 to 10:30
and Rights in the Workplace from 11:00 to
12:00, at the Bâtiment Centre de Vie in Sophia
Antipolis. Tel: 04 93 65 33 79.

● The show West Love Story is playing
tonight in Menton’s Théâtre Francis Palmero,
at 20:30. Tickets from €8.00. Tel: 04 93 41 40
28.

● The Habitat Deco Artisanat 2003, with
information, project ideas and special offers all
to do with home improvements, is on in the

● Nice host Guingamp at the Stade du Ray at
20:00 tonight in their latest match in the
French Football league. Tickets start at €7.00.
Tel: 04 93 18 07 27. Monaco are also playing at
home against Sedan at Stade Louis II at 20:00.
Tel: +377 92 05 37 54.

● Continuing today are the Monte Carlo
historic rally, the Primo Cup-Trophée, Habitat
Deco Artisanat, the Ballet de l’Opera and the
Ski Voile International.

Sunday 2
● The Orchestre Regional de Cannes
interprets the music of Ravel, Beethoven,
Kabalevsi and Haydn in a concert at the
Theatre Noga-Croisette at 16.30. Tickets from
€17.00. Tel: 04 92 98 62 77.

● The Forum is hosting a singles night at
Morrison’s Irish bar in Cannes tonight, entry is
€5.00 . Bookings are essential; email
ai_forum@hotmail.com. Tel: 06 22 82 16 18.

● The Course du Soleil, a semi-marathon
from the Port of Nice to the Port of Monaco
starts at 8:15 for walkers this morning, 9:00 for
runners. Tel: 04 93 13 80 42.

● Continuing today are the Monte Carlo
historic rally, the Primo Cup-Trophée, the
Bourse Echange Auto-Moto Retro, the Coupe
de France de Snowboard, Habitat Deco
Artisanat, the Ballet de l’Opera and the Ski
Voile International.

Monday 3
● Adapt in France has a workshop on today,
covering skills evaluation, from 9:30 to 11:30
at the Bâtiment Centre de Vie, Sophia
Antipolis. Tel: 04 93 65 33 79.

● Imagina 03, the annual meeting for digital
pictures professionals, starts today until Feb 4
at the Grimaldi Forum, Monaco. Tel: + 377 99
99 2000.

● Continuing today are the Monte Carlo
historic rally and Habitat Deco Artisanat.

Tuesday 4
● Holy Trinity church, Cannes is holding a
free conference today on The Modern
Approach to Weight Management at 18:00.
Head along to 4,Avenue General Ferrie to hear
William Amzallag from the Howard
Foundation. Tel: 04 93 39 82 49.

● Continuing today are the Monte Carlo
historic rally and Imagina 03.

Wednesday 5
● The Monte Carlo Philharmonic Orchestra
is performing a lunchtime concert today at
12:30, at the Salle des Variétés. Tickets €8.00.
Tel +377 93 10 85 00.

● Continuing today are the the Monte Carlo
historic rally and Imagina 03.

Thursday 30 Friday 31 Saturday 1 Sunday 2 Monday 3 Tuesday 4

AM

PM

6°C 4°C 3°C 4°C 5°C 8°C
Sunny Rain Rain Sunny Sunny Sunny

12°C 9°C 9°C 10°C 13°C 13°C
Cloudy Rain Rain Sunny Sunny Sunny

FEBRUARY IN NICE...

Avg. high: 13°C Avg. sea temp: 13°C
Avg. low: 6°C Avg. rainfall: 76mm

Remember to put snow chains in the
boot if you’re off to the mountains, and
get up-to-date snow info at our website

Riviera Weather Call 08 99 70 11 11 for today’s weather in your town, or to get a three-day forecast in English. Calls cost €0.34 per minute


