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SHIP WRECKED . . . Donna Pup’s Italian owner died in the explosion

AN EXPLOSION on board a
British registered yacht on
Sunday left the boat’s owner
dead and two others seriously
injured, writes Jenny Paul.
The 26 metre Donna Pup was
moored in Menton-Garavan harbour when the fatal explosion
ripped through its stern at just past
nine o’clock in the morning.
The rear of the vessel was extensively damaged. Italian Franco
Barone,42,was killed instantly and his
companion Alexandra Carrara and

the boat’s captain, Mario Nattucci
were injured. Six other guests, four
adults and two children – all from
Turin – were unhurt.
Investigators are examining the
wreckage to determine the cause of
the explosion,but early indications are
that twelve lead-acid batteries stored
in an enclosed compartment were to
blame.
The car batteries were used as a
back up for Donna Pup’s electricity
supply.It is thought that hydrogen gas
built up in the compartment, which

may have then ignited when the captain started the electrics which operate the yacht’s passerelle.
“We were told that they closed the
door to the room where the batteries
were on Saturday evening, because
there was a smell, then they forgot to
re-open the door,” Garavan port based
nautical specialist Daniel Chamy told
The Riviera Gazette.
“The gasses would have built up
over night, which is what we believe
caused this fatal explosion.
“What is clear is there was a very

serious oversight that night. An
enquiry is underway and the investigators are going to talk to everyone
who even touched the yacht to ascertain what happened and whether
charges need to be pressed,” he
explained.
● On Tuesday, a luxury yacht caught
fire in Beaulieu-sur-Mer, causing
havoc in the small port. The cause of
the blaze on the 30 metre Saharet is as
yet unknown. The yacht is also registered in the UK although the four
crew were all Italian.

12,000 copies this week – and 452,000 since The Riviera Gazette went weekly. Look for the next issue on Thursday May 8
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Got a hot story? Call our newsdesk on 04 93 09 66 43!

BUSINESS SERVICES
FedEx: UK/EU 29€ - USA 36€
Printing,ADSL, mailbox rentals, etc
OfficeXtra, Sophia – 04 93 00 07 71

COMPUTERS/IT
TECH MEDIC
NEED HELP installing or maintaining
your computer, printer, scanner,ADSL?
Any other software/hardware problem to
solve? Qualified systems administrator
living on the Côte d’Azur, available 7/7,
speaks fluent English, Swedish and
competent French. Call me for any job –
06 76 94 71 44 – or email
jens.scott@wanadoo.fr or see
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/techmedic/

ENGLISH BOOKSHOPS
VALBONNE BOOK CENTRE
Books. Cards.Video and DVD rental.
Tel: 04 93 12 21 42

HEALTH AND BEAUTY
MOBILE SHIATSU – specialist in
Japanese relaxation techniques.
Healing massage and reflexology.
Call Evelyne on 06 76 42 20 32

INTERIORS
α ALPHA DECORATION
Ornamental cornices, mouldings,
plasterwork and interior decoration
231 Ch du Plan de Grasse, MouansSartoux, Tel/fax: 04 93 75 58 28,
Mobile: 06 81 39 61 30

OPPORTUNITIES

LEARN FRENCH at your home/office,
one-to-one or in a group.All books and
materials supplied.Hundreds of happy
clients over 15 years – children, adults,
schools and corporates including
Nortel,Compaq,IBM and Unisys.Call
Riviera Languages,Villeneuve Loubet
on 04 93 73 02 59 or 06 15 33 54 21
FRENCH LESSONS at home by
qualified and experienced teacher.Call
Gisele, 04 93 32 08 39
FRENCH COURSES FOR ADULTS in
Nice – small groups or individuals –
Tel 04 93 16 94 17 • www.icilangue.com

FRENCH FOR FOREIGNERS 16 years
experience.Francophonie Institut,
Cannes/Mougins.Tel: 06 60 18 41 47

TRAVEL
JET2 LEEDS BRADFORD AIRPORT – NICE
Your gateway to the north of England.
Tel: 082 582 6022 or www.jet2.com

TV & SATELLITE
SKY DIGITAL sales and installations.
Low-cost flexible packages available –
06,83 & MC region.Call 06 78 39 39 05
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Weekly ads bring weekly sales.Get in The Gazette!

CMYK

YOUR BUSINESS HERE every week! –
€295 gets this ad in over 500,000 copies
annually.Call TRG Sales,04 93 09 66 43

LEARN FRENCH
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News
Strike to cause havoc

Football violence
comes to Cagnes

A GENERAL strike over the government’s plans for pension reform looks
set to cripple France on May 13.
A key and much disputed proposal
is to extend the contribution period
for public sector workers from 37.5 to
40 years,a plan aimed at resolving the
country’s pension funding crisis.
A new poll out this week revealed
that 68% of French people would prefer to take a reduced pension rather
than work beyond the age of 60.
OVER fifty soccer hooligans rampaged
sleepy Cagnes-sur-Mer last Sunday after a
needle match between the town and bitter
rival Toulon.
In shocking scenes of violence,which eruptMONACO-BASED entrepreneur ed in the car park of the tiny Stade PierreNigel Robinson is still working on a Savaigo, one supporter was restrained when
bid for the upmarket clothing chain seen carrying a baseball bat while an interfounded by his great grandfather vening policeman suffered a leg injury. The
Austin Reed.
youths threw stones and bottles at each other
Robinson, who made an €75 mil- and smashed up nearby parked cars,including
lion fortune as founder of Scoot.com a police vehicle.
during the dotcom boom, is bidding
“The police have opened an enquiry to see
against Slater Menswear for control of how this happened and if they can do anything
the €67 million retailer.
in future to put into place preventative measures,” Eric Vandevoort of Cagnes’ town hall
told The Riviera Gazette.“Unfortunately there
FRENCH transport minister Gilles de has been a rivalry between the two clubs for
KICKING OFF ... Police had to intervene to stop the fighting after the match
Robien called British drivers Europe’s some time,” he explained.
“model pupils” during a visit to
London to study British road safety
last week.
“With a population about the same
Saxophonist Maceo Parker,scheduled on the July 12 opening
THE line up has been announced for the Juan les Pins jazz fesas that of France, Britain has half the
night, and funky jazz bassist Marcus Miller, due to perform on
tival,which will take place from July 12 to 20.
number of deaths,” he explained.
Now in its 43rd year and one of the oldest music fes- July 15,will be back after they last played to enthusiastic audi-

Model drivers

Nice Matin/Michel Tilmant

Great grandson in bid
for Austin Reed

Juan’s jazz programme announced

Poop scoop

CMYK

ANTIBES’ deputy mayor has urged
the town’s pooper-scoopers to get
tough with locals who allow their dogs
to foul the streets.
In 2002, 10.75 tonnes of dog poop
was scooped from Antibes town centre and Juan-les-Pins alone.

tivals in Europe, Jazz à Juan
promises nine ‘eclectic
evenings’in the swish beachside
setting of the town’s Pinède Gould park.
It is felt by many to be a more genuine celebration of jazz than Nice’s much bigger Jazz Fest,and will
this year bring together old-timers including Ike Turner,
Keith Jarrett,Lucky Peterson and the ‘new First Lady of
IKE . . . in Juan on July 20 Jazz’Dee Dee Bridgewater.

ences of more than 3,000 last year.
Other big names due to play are Herbie Hancock on
Wednesday night and living legend Joe Zawinul,who will wow
the crowds on Thursday as he tinkles away on the piano with his
band.The last night sees rock’n’roll legend Ike Turner take to the
stage with his eight piece band The King of Rythms.
Tickets will be available from the tourist offices in Antibes and
Juan les Pins in ‘several weeks’time; for more information call
04 92 90 53 00.

Smart move
BILLY J SMART, 29, the Monacobased grandson of circus impresario
Billy Smart, has announced plans to
buy the infamous €35 million mansion of disgraced property developer
Nicholas van Hoogstraten to create an
entertainment complex.
Van Hoogstraten planned
Hamilton Palace as the largest country
home built in the UK for a hundred
years. But the mega-mansion, styled
on Buckingham Palace, was left halffinished and flooded with water when
he was jailed for 10 years for his part in
the death of a business associate in
October 2002.

Chopper’s whopper
A man who claimed to have had his
‘member’chopped off by two women
has now admitted to cutting it off
himself.
He was found last week by gendarmes in La Pacaudiere,Loire,sitting
in his car holding the severed member. He explained he had been
attacked by two women before passing out.An organ graft was successful
— but the man is now undergoing
psychiatric treatment.

Suicide probe
PRIME minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin
has given UMP politician Christiane
Boutin the job of finding out why the
suicide rate in France is one of the
highest in Europe for people aged 1524 and for the elderly.
She is charged with making recommendations to reverse the trend.

Molinard now in Nice
PARFUMS MOLINARD,the Grassebased perfume specialist,has opened
a new outlet in the centre of old Nice,
on rue St François de Paulle.
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New mums get baby bonus
A PACKAGE of measures
aimed at helping families
with young children was
announced by the government this week.
Under the new benefits,
known as Paje, mums-to-be
will get a bonus of €800, to be
paid in the sixth or seventh
month of pregnancy.
Most parents will get €160 a
month per child from birth to
three years old, and there will
also be means-tested help
towards paying for childcare.
A parent who gives up work
following the birth of a first
child will get an additional

€340 a month, provided they
have previously been in work
for at least two years, and this
sum will increase to €493 following the birth of a second
child.
An additional 10,000 crèche
places will also be created,via a
public-private partnership
scheme.
The measures will apply to
women giving birth from 1
January 2004 and will cost one
billion euros over four years,
representing an overall increase
of 18% on the current child
benefit budget.
Some parenting groups have

criticised the plan, however,
saying the current system
already pays pregnant women a
total of €795 euros between the
fifth and ninth months of pregnancy.
Also, when it comes to child
care, French parents who both
work say they prefer qualified
child minders (43%) and
grandparents (23%) over sending their child to a crèche.
The Caisse National des
Allocations Familiales – the
national child benefit agency –
says crèches are the most beneficial type of childcare for
under threes.

TRG/Mike Clark

REALITY TV
SETS UP HOME
ON RIVIERA

MILITARY PRECISION ... Local antipodeans celebrated Anzac day with
a sociable pub crawl on Friday night.Australians and New Zealanders
traditionally get together to remember the 10,000 of their compatriots
that died in World War I at Gallipoli,Turkey, as they stormed ashore 88
years ago. Organisers Nick Laletin (fourth from left) and Peter Nugent
(second from left) ran the event to a tight schedule,barking at drinkers
“four minutes till we go on!” and “thirty seconds to drink up!” as the
happy crew made their way around Nice’s old town bars.

A LEGENDARY Paris restaurant celebrated serving up its
millionth baby duck this week.
The Tour d’Argent laid on fireworks over the city’s famous
Notre Dame cathedral for 140 guests,all of whom gorged on the
restaurant’s signature dish,‘duck in blood’.
The 421 year old eatery is famous for holding the secret to what
fans claim is the most succulent duck in the world – eight week
old marshland ducklings are strangled,roasted and then served
in a sauce made from their own blood, cognac and port.
Each dish is served with a souvenir numbered tag. Teddy
Roosevelt tucked into duck No 33,642 in 1910 and Charlie
Chaplin gorged on No 253,642 some 45 years later.

CMYK

A million ducks down

NICE PEOPLE, the new panEuropean reality TV show
broadcast from Nice’s Riviera
Studios, drew seven million
viewers for its launch on TF1
last weekend.
The programme, in the Big
Brother/Loft Story mould, has
assembled twelve contestants
from different European countries for its ten week run. The
UK is represented by 22 year
old Eleanor, who has lived in
France for two years.
Meanwhile French channel
M6, creator of Loft Story, has
announced it has been secretly
filming its own new reality
show in a villa on the Cap
d’Antibes. The Bachelor is
based on a successful US show
of the same name and will follow the progress of 25 women
as they compete for the heart of
a very eligible 30 year old company boss from Paris.

MARINELAND was the region’s top tourist destination again
last year, with the Biot marine park’s dolphins and killer
whales attracting 1,400,000 visitors.
Monaco’s Oceanographic Museum came second, closely followed by Fondation Maeght in St Paul de Vence.
Next came the Russian Church and the Chagall Museum in
Nice,Villa Rothschild in St Jean Cap Ferrat,the Mattisse Museum
in Nice, the Picasso Museum in Antibes, Nice’s Museum of
Modern Art and, finally,Villa Kerylos in Beaulieu-sur-Mer.

Sporting stars
coming to Monaco

Ski resorts toast
bumper season

MONACO will welcome
sporting personalities from
around the globe for the
2003 Laureus World Sports
Awards later this month.
Top names who will be in
town for the bash include
tax-dodging tennis star Boris
Becker,cricketer Ian Botham,
Sebastian Coe, Sir Bobby
Charlton,and John McEnroe.
The ceremony will be held
at the Grimaldi Forum on
Tuesday May 20. The Gazette
predicts Michael Schumacher
and Serena Williams are in
line for the top gongs.

AS THE summer gets under
way and attention turns to
the region’s beaches, local
ski stations are celebrating
the end of a bumper season.
Auron and Isola 2000 sold
over 700,000 day passes over
the winter and the two resorts
have been hearing the sweet
sound of euros winging their
way into the cash registers.
Isola raked in over €5.6
million and Auron bagged
€5.4 million, representing
year-on-year increases in
sales of 17% and 35 % respectively.

Nice Matin

Marineland tops tourist charts

MARKET LEADER . . .
Berlusconi (right) with
organiser Alessandro Félis

Italian PM visits
Mougins fair
VISITORS to Mougins’Italian
food fair last weekend got a
surprise when they spotted
Silvio Berlusconi, Italy’s
prime minister, wandering
around the stalls to taste the
wares on offer.
Politician and media
mogul Berlusconi was in the
region for the Easter holidays
and made a private visit to
the Marché Piémontais.
Event organiser Alessandro
Félis was happy to give the
statesman a guided tour.
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Brits busted in vice swoop

THE American film industry is set
to descend in force on the Cannes
film festival later this month,
despite international travel fears
over the Sars epidemic.
Amongst the twenty directors battling it out for the prestigious Palme
d’Or are Clint Eastwood and Gus
Van Sant. Eastwood’s film Mystic
River stars Sean Penn, Tim Robbins
and Kevin Bacon.
Good Will Hunting and Drugstore
Cowboy director Van Sant will be
showcasing his latest offering,
Elephant.
Lars Von Trier, who won the festival’s top Palme d’Or award in 2000
for Dancer in the Dark,which starred
quirky Icelander Bjork and had
French critics blubbing away during
its screening, is back with Dogville,
which stars Nicole Kidman.
Special guests expected at film festival this year include Ewan
McGregor, Lauren Bacall, James
Caan, Charlotte Rampling and
Laurence Fishburne.
Also gracing the famous red carpet at the Palais des Festivals will be
estranged Hollywood couple Tom
Cruise and Nicole Kidman – and
Tom’s latest squeeze,Penelope Cruz.
Eagerly anticipated The Matrix
sequel The Matrix Reloaded is set to
have it’s world premiere on Thursday
May 15 and makers Andy and Larry
Wachowski have promised that the
whole cast will be in Cannes to celebrate.
The 56th Festival de Cannes opens
on Wednesday May 14 and closes
with a showing of Charlie Chaplin’s
last film, Modern Times,on May 25.

THE SON of an eminent UK publisher and another British man have
been arrested in Paris after police
swooped on a suspected high-class
call girl operation, writes Jenny
Paul.
Ramsay Attallah, 38, and Matthew
Barrett, 33, are being held under suspicion of supplying vice workers to
Arab princes, business moguls and
Hollywood stars.
In Barrett’s hotel suite police uncovered over €350,000 in cash and a snap
of heart-throb actor Leonardo
DiCaprio with his arms round two
leggy south American call girls. The
photo is alleged to have been taken
outside DiCaprio’s €2,000 a night
hotel suite, when he was in Paris earlier this year promoting Gangs of New
York.
The American actor and star of
Titanic and Romeo and Juliet is
thought to have taken the Brazilian
beauties back to his suite at the Plaza
Athënëe after a premiere on January 6.
While DiCaprio’s camp do not dis-

AFP/Philippe Desmazes

Hollywood lines
up to visit Cannes

NO IDEA ... DiCaprio in Paris on January 6

pute he was with the ladies,they deny
that he paid for their services and say
he had no idea they were call girls.
Publishing magnate Naim Attallah,
who owns UK based Quartet Books
and is the chairman of The Oldie
magazine, hit out at the allegations
made against son Ramsay.“It is staggering what has happened to my son.

He is completely innocent yet he has
been locked up in almost medieval
conditions, kept in his cell for almost
23 hours a day,” he said.
The wealthy British publisher,
writer and philanthropist, who turns
72 today, found notoriety himself
twelve years ago when he revealed that
newly appointed French prime minister Edith Cresson had told him in
1987 that she thought over a quarter of
British and US men were homosexual. Cresson was outraged, saying “If
this conversation took place I was not
only not prime minister, I was not
even in the government,” and claiming
that bringing the matter up was “not
very ‘fair play,’ to use an English
expression.”
Barrett is accused of conducting an
‘exotic troupe’of vice workers,including male escorts, transvestites and
hookers – one a former Miss South
America – who it is alleged charged
up to €1,000 an hour for their services. Ten other people have been
detained in connection with the case.

Terrible twins
FOUR-YEAR-OLD twin boys who
disappeared last week from their
home near Chateauroux were found
by police three days later — having
ransacked a neighbour’s house.
While their distraught parents
searched for them with the help of
police, a passer-by discovered the
pair naked in the street, carrying a
bedside lamp. They had emptied out
drawers and the contents of shampoo
bottles and had been eating orangeflavoured calcium tablets.

Out of pocket
FRENCH families are the meanest
when it comes to giving children
pocket money, according to a new
eight-country survey. Only 61% of
French parents hand out cash to their
kids,compared with 84% in the most
generous country, Germany.

Chirac out of favour?
LESS than half of those questioned for
an FOP poll for Le Figaro newspaper
want Jacques Chirac to be a presidential candidate in 2007.
46% were in favour of his standing,
while 51% were against.

Var airport to relieve Nice? Nice Matin wows Big Apple

European president?

LE LUC,on the A8 in the Var,has been singled out as
a possible site for a new airport to relieve the strain
on Nice.
New proposals from transport agency DATAR envisage an airport that would have high-speed rail links with
Marseille and Nice via the proposed Provence-Côte
d’Azur TGV service.
The announcement comes as a definitive answer was
given this week on the future of Cannes-Mandelieu airport. The State and the local Chambre de Commerce
have agreed the site will remain open only to private aircraft and will not be allowed to expand.

Phone moan

AN UPSCALE eatery with a Provençal theme opened
in Manhattan’s swanky Upper West Side last week –
and it’s named after Nice’s daily newspaper.
Nice Matin is owned by Simon Oren,who has already
enjoyed success with several other restaurants specialising in French regional cuisine in New York.
He came to Nice last autumn looking for inspiration
for his latest venture and ended up taking home more
than just recipes.
“The name of the newspaper had the right ambiance
and just kind of fitted,” manager Robert Guarino told
The Gazette.

A SURVEY of nearly 11,000 French
people shows that 69% believe there
should be a president of Europe,with
a third believing that he or she should
have the same powers as a national
head of state.

FRANCE TELECOM is getting tough
with late payers,threatening to restrict
phone users to local calls only as soon
as a reminder is sent out, or even, for
habitual offenders, cutting them off.
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My Riviera

German Katja Beste talks to Jenny Paul about
motherhood,wine and belly dancing...

Classifieds

TRG/Jenny Paul

❝

BELLY LAUGHS ... Katje makes her own costumes,sewing every sequin

out the baby – and we’ve been
burgled,had the German number plates stolen off our car and
even my dustpan and brush
‘disappeared’!
When we go out, I love to go
to Le Brulot in Antibes.I like to
eat the duck or fish, but I’m a
sucker for when the guy comes
over with his ‘recommendation
du jour’. You just have have to
choose it. He describes it with
such passion,kissing his hands
with an ecstatic look on his

face.
I mix business with pleasure
and sell wine for a group of
producers from the Côte du
Rhône region.We tend to supply mostly the yachts and foreigners who have second
homes here. Most of our customers already know the
brand.
It’s a family business, the
people I work for come from a
tiny village, the one where
Dom Perignon invented cham-

pagne in 1681.We sell from one
case upwards at a time and we
also ship abroad.
We have mostly reds and also
a very good, inexpensive
champagne. The good thing
about it is that I’m not tied
down to an office,and I get out
and about.
I don’t have to work nine to
five,which is refreshing as I get
time to spend with my son.
When I’m not working, I go
down to the beach and act like
a lady of leisure.We bought an
apartment near the beach in
Antibes last year. I didn’t find
buying it too stressful – buying
the furniture was far worse.
And, of course, we had a
nightmare with a cowboy carpenter.It took him five visits to
get one wardrobe built.
In my spare time I love to
belly dance. Believe it or not, it
is a skill I learned by going to
lessons when I was in
Germany.I do it as a hobby and
make the costumes myself. It
takes a long time to sew on
every individual sequin.
It’s a great conversation
point, and everybody I tell
wants to see it done.
My sister’s getting married
this summer and she’s getting
the wedding march set to oriental music,and then I’m going
to belly dance at the reception.
It’s good fun and, despite
popular opinion, you don’t
have to be fat, or from
the Orient, to do it!

❞

ANNOUNCEMENTS
● PRIVATE ads are FREE up to 96
characters; €2.50 per 32 chars
thereafter. Major credit cards
accepted. Call 04 93 09 66 43 for
trade ad prices.
● GET The Gazette by mail every week
– anywhere in the world. Subscribe
online with your Visa/Mastercard at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com or call 04
93 09 66 43
BROCANTE,Valbonne.May 4th.
Come and visit our stall no 104–105,
Anne & Annie,and find what you’ve
been looking for for all this time!
10% DISCOUNT with this ad!
04 93 77 65 71

AUTO
Four wheels+
● RENAULT RX4 Diesel Dynamique,
22000kms, new Sept 2002. €22,000
ono.UK (0044) 1483 205 231
● GOLF GTI 1985. White, good condition & reliable. Gary 06 09 09 07 54/ 04
93 33 20 46
● MERCEDES 560 SEC 1989 Coupe,
excellent cond, American specs, French
plates, 190,000km, metal grey, int. blue.
€9,800. Tel: 04 93 78 01 67 or 06 84 07
15 57
● SUBARU IMPREZA WRX 2001, 5 door,
17,000km perfect cond €19,000. 06 03
57 57 27 Antibes.
● SUBARU Impreza GT Turbo, yr 1999,
2000 mod, only 32,000kms, white.
€16,500.06 60 21 63 99

BUSINESS
Business opportunities
● CAPITAL needed to launch upmarket
matrimonial agency Cannes/Monte
Carlo.Call Mike 06 30 79 74 89
● GRAND PRIX AVAILABILITY. Centre of
the town. 5 mins from Course, large
space available for executive lounge
with showers, toilets and facilities for

light refreshments. Very large terrace
(not overlooking the Course). Comfort
for your clients, discretion for your private meetings.04 93 15 93 86

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
● INTERNATIONAL Baptist Church welcomes you! NICE: 13, rue Vernier, services every Sunday evening at 18:30,
info 04 93 24 92 61, SAINT–PAUL:
Espace Saint Claire Commercial Centre,
Level 0, services every Sunday morning
at 10:45,info 04 93 77 31 45

COMPUTERS & IT
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com
● PRIVATE ads are FREE up to 96
characters; €2.50 per 32 chars
thereafter. Major credit cards
accepted. Call 04 93 09 66 43 for
trade ad prices.

ENTERTAINMENT
● MARTINIQUE JAZZ QUARTET, an
entertaining showband – any event.Tel
04 94 45 80 93 or Email
Martinique7@wanadoo.fr

HOBBIES & SPORT
● AMERICAN drum teacher gives private lessons French or English,
Vence/Tourrettes area.04 93 24 11 68

HOUSEHOLD
● ANTIQUES and old stamps for sale.
Details:tom_antic@yahoo.com
● LOOKING for grandfather clock,
working or not, for decoration. 06 60 21
63 99
● WANTED rectangular wooden dining
table/chairs, metal frame double bed.
06 60 21 63 99
● 2 IMPORTANT mirrors from NY
Opera, 400yrs old. Wide carved frames.
172x189 & 137x172cms. €5000 each.
04 93 20 56 96

CMYK

I came to the Riviera
three years ago after
my husband got a job here selling luxury boats.
I’m German by birth and
was working in a bar near
Stuttgart when I met Russell,
who’s English. He was dating
one of the other barmaids, but
one night we got chatting and
we exchanged phone numbers.
The next morning his girlfriend found the slip of paper
in his jeans, but he eventually
talked his way out of it!
A year later they had split up
and we hooked up again. We
had met at a rave party. I was
wearing a micro-mini skirt and
a white fur coat. A year later I
was pregnant.
Our son Johannes is three,
and was born in England just
before Russell changed jobs
and we re-located to the
Riviera.
At first I didn’t really like it
here. I was quite disappointed
with the Côte d’Azur. I’d never
been here before and wasn’t
impressed with all the high-rise
buildings.
Now, though, I love it. I can’t
imagine living in Germany
where it is raining all the time –
just what do you do with your
kids? I love the weather here,
and the sea, and the outside
lifestyle.
It’s not all plain sailing,
though.We’ve had lots of problems with petty theft.I’ve had a
pushchair stolen – luckily with-
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Book your classified ad at www.TheRivieraGazette.com

JOBS

Studio Cinema
Blvd du Jeu de Ballon,Grasse

PUT your job vacancies in this
section for just €10 for three
lines +€2.50 per extra line!
(Prices per week, hors taxes)
Find the best candidates FAST
among the Gazette’s weekly
20,000+ English–speaking
readers. See order form in this
section for details

FRIDA
Fri 18:30, Sun 21:00, Mon 18:30,Tue 15:00

Jobs offered
● SCANDINAVIANS LOOK HERE! We are
looking for people aged 18–25 to sell
advertisements on internet. No French
or previous experience required. For
more info contact Johan,06 14 46 75 51
● OCCASSIONAL house/ pet–sitter
required.Villa and pool.04 94 45 80 93
● DISTRIBUTION workers wanted for
Thursdays. Car and clean drivers licence
essential.Call Jen on 04 93 09 66 43
● ENERGETIC,outgoing people wanted
for fun summer distribution work. No
French necessary. Suit students. For
more info call Jen on 04 93 09 66 43.
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com
● LOOKING for English speaking nanny
to look after 3 children in Biot, 4 d/w,
declared – call 04 93 65 07 81
ENGLISH/ Italian speaking
office manager sought,
Beausoleil. Please send CV to
talu@monaco377.com or call
06 66 05 86 06
● RELIABLE, experienced babysitter
wanted. Antibes/JLP. Call Jenny on 04
93 09 66 43

Jobs wanted

CMYK

● MATURE couple, English/French
speaking, seek work looking after villa,
gardening,
chauffeuring.
elizabeth.white10@btopenworld.com
● FAST, accurate translations. Bilingual
prof (ex–Translation Faculty) Eng/Ital,
Ital/Eng, French/Eng revision, rewriting,
proofreading all texts. Teaches English
all levels, including Cambridge First
Advanced Proficiency. Italian all levels.
06 62 37 37 41/ 04 93 16 98 81
● BRITISH lady, 40, experienced PA/
companion seeks similar position in S
France commencing June. Email:
ebbdt@yahoo.co.uk
● TWO students seeking jobs to
enhance French. All considered.
kegan5@yahoo.com
TRI–LINGUAL PA,Germ/Eng/Fr.
Local,trustworthy,reliable would like
to manage your secondary
residence:Valbonne– Vence.
Translations,receiving intl clients,
overseeing renovation works.
Please call Irene,06 10 44 04 50
● UK CHEF & partner seeks summer work in the Riviera, based in
Antibes. 0044 78 87 48 59 81
● ENGLISHMAN looking for work,
experience in cleaning,gardening,waiter and kitchen.06 64 66 75 87

LEARNING
● FRENCH immersion courses for
adults at family–run centre, 04 90 94 43
87 or www.parlons–en–provence.com
● TOTAL immersion in French language and culture –residential stay in
unique setting of monastery in
Moustiers – small groups. Tel: 04 92 77
74 58 or see www.crealangues.com
● IMPROVE your Spanish through fun
activites: conversation, cooking, Latin
places,trips.04 93 82 25 31
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com
● FRENCH lady gives French lessons:
reading, writing, conversation. Antibes
04 92 93 07 75/ 06 19 95 21 62

MOVIES
● The Riviera Gazette’s guide to this
week’s ‘Version Originale’ films with
English–language soundtracks...

Le Casino
Av.du 24 aout,Antibes

Cannet Toiles
1 rue Victorien Sardon,Le Cannet
25TH HOUR
Thu 15:30, Fri, Sat 17:30, Sun 15:30, Mon 20:30,
Tue 15:30

La Coupole
Centre Culturel,La Gaude
FAR FROM HEAVEN
Mon 17:30, 21:00
FRIDA
Sat 21:00

Eden
11 rue de la République,Menton
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE
Sat 14:30, Sun 20:45, Mon 17:00
FAR FROM HEAVEN
Tue 14:30, 17:45, 20:45
SOLARIS
Sat 20:45

Cinema Sporting
Place du Casino,Monte Carlo
25TH HOUR
Thu, Sun 17:30, 21:15, Sat 19:30
ADAPTATION
Fri 17:30, Sat 17:00, Mon 17:30, 21:15
THE HOURS
Tue 17:30

Cinematheque
3 Esplanade Kennedy,Nice
THE CONSPIRATORS (1944)
Tue 18:00

Mercury
16 Place Garibaldi,Nice
25TH HOUR
Fri 21:40
ABOUT SCHMIDT
Sun 21:40
ADAPTATION
Sat 17:00, Sun 19:25, Mon 18:00
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE
Sat 14:40, Mon 20:10,Tue 21:40
CHICAGO
Sat 17:00, 19:25, Sun 14:40, Mon 16:00,Tue
14:30, 19:25
CYPHER
Sun 21:40
GANGS OF NEW YORK
Sat 21:15
MINORITY REPORT
Sun 21:30
MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING
Sun 19:25
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS
Tue 21:30
THE MAGDALENE SISTERS
Sat 14:40, Mon 20:10
THE PIANIST
Tue 19:00

UGC Rialto
4 rue de Rivoli,Nice
EMPEROR’S CLUB
Daily 13:45, 18:00, 20:05 plus Thu, Sat, Sun
11:15
FRIDA
Daily 14:00, 16:30, 19:20, 21:50 plus Fri, Sat, Sun
11:10
THE HOURS
Daily 17:50

UGC Variétés
507 Blvd Victor Hugo,Nice

Les Arcades
77 Rue Felix Faure,Cannes
FRIDA
Daily 14:00, 16:15, 20:30
THE HOURS
Daily 18:30

● Ref 7028 FOR SALE CABRIS
Fantastic villa set in hills with beautiful
country views. 450sqm living area, 7
beds, 6 baths/showers. Large grounds
with olive trees,large pool.€1,275,000
● Ref 7868 FOR SALE NICE Penthouse
apt in Musiciens quarter. 74sqm, 1
bed, 2 baths/showers and 65sqm terrace with conservatory.€390,000
● FOR RENT EZE Lovely apt, 3 beds,
61sqm area, 180sqm garden. New
decor,avail now,long term.€1077/mo.
● Ref 7537 FOR RENT NICE Apt with
lots of character in the heart of Nice. 3
beds, 1 bath/shower. Town views.
Bourgeois style. €1300 high season.

● SEARCHING for a flatmate to share
my flat in Marseille. Contact me at:
mapichap@hotmail.com
●THEOULE,2 bed,garden,parking,opp
sea. Short lets, Reasonable tarifs. 04 93
75 27 01/ 06 78 76 47 49
● CANNES studio, slps two, swimming
pool,nr sea,festival & beyond.Justin:04
93 12 15 27
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com
● PENTHOUSE in Nice for short term
rentals. Wkly rentals €500 inc charges.
Pics by email:mjans06@aol.com
● MONACO studio vacation rentals
July, August. €500/w, €1000/m. (377)
06 07 93 91 61 lsutinen@yahoo.com
● DOUBLE room for rent in large villa
on Cap d’Antibes. Available immediately. Contact gbgfr2001@yahoo.fr or call
06 25 07 28 36

Property wanted
● ENGLISH lady seeks accomodation,
starting Sept for 3 mths. Could tend
garden.hollyhock@hotmail.com

Property to let

ENGLISH couple seeking
detached property between
Ste Maxime and Menton, max
2km from the sea, must be
quiet. No Agents. Max €450000.
IN FRANCE NOW.
Mobile 00 44 7774 209 223.

● LARGE sunny room, ensuite bathroom in quiet spacious flat (Musiciens).
From end May. Short lets, no students.
06 62 37 37 41/ 04 93 16 98 81
● 1 BED, 50sqm furnished flat sleeps 4.
Old Nice 5mn beach May–August from
€600/w.06 14 76 38 23
● QUAINT 2 bed garden flat, 5mins
from Vieux Port. Close to all amenities 2
weeks
May/June.
Laura@doyden.freeserve.co.uk
● LONG term rent apart available 1
May, 2 pieces, 45m2, 315€/m CC,
Nice–St.Roch.06 24 14 86 07
● VILLA Châteauneuf seaview: 160m2,
long term rental, 4 beds, eqpd US
kitchen, garden, pool. Avail from July,
€2350/month + one time fee €1000 –
06 76 08 37 19

SERVICES
● GENERAL services, home renovation,
curtains,upholstery & domestic helpers
(Filipinos single or couples).Tel:04 97 06
50 85
● VEGETARIAN CENTER – We sell veggie products! Variety of veggie meats.
Tel/fax: 04 97 06 50 85, Mobile: 06 98 22
47 98

TRAVEL
● YOUR next adventure? Try a hot air
balloon
safari
in
Africa!
www.BalloonSafarisDirect.com
● LUXURY villa apartment, parking,
pool, BBC/ITV. 20km Cannes/Nice
Airpt–sleeps 2.secours1@hotmail.com
LONDON:Not another pokey hotel
room – rent a luxury Kensington
apartment! Newly renovated and
furnished,sleeps 6 (2 dbl, 1 twin),
available 1–4wks at €1050/wk.
2mins from tube,nr museums.
Tel 04 93 09 69 07

TRAFFIC
UPDATE
Motorways
Get real-time traffic information on line at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com/links or listen to regular traffic reports in English on
107.7fm whilst you’re on the motorway.

YACHTS & YACHTING Local roads
MARINE engineer available for
repairs and servicing: Detroit
diesels, CAT and most makes.
Difficult repairs to annoying oil
leaks sorted promtly.Tel 04 92
97 14 19 (Mandelieu)
● CHARTERS on Princess 55 available
mooring in Cannes. Call Madsen on 04
93 69 44 34/ 06 09 51 90 98
● FOR SALE: Sunseeker Camargue 46,
1991, TVA paid, €106,500. for all
enquiries please call 06 15 46 95 43.

● Menton Long-term delays on Blvd
Carnot during road widening works
● Mouans-Sartoux RD209 closed until
June 6.Diversions via RD9 and RD 409.
● Villefranche sur MerTraffic lights
and 50km/h speed limit on the RN98
basse corniche until May 30.
● Villeneuve-Loubet Long-term
50Km/h limit on the RN98 coast road

CAPTAIN–Engineer–Manager.
Experienced, qualified,
dependable, available.
04 93 32 89 78

Classified ads
Private users save €10 with this form

Save

€10

on
5 simple steps to a speedy sale! This is the perfect marketplace for your
palace or your Porsche, gold-fish bowl or golfclubs. Just fill in this form and
send us your ad with payment (if applicable) and we’ll print it in the next issue.

private
ads

Classified Advertisement Order Form

❶ Compose your advert

Please write in capitals, one letter in each box, with an empty box between each word.
Minimum charge for trade ads is three lines/96 characters.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
Daily 13:45, 15:50, 17:55, 20:00, 22:10 plus Thu,
Sat, Sun 11:20

Salle des Fetes
Espace de la Vignasse,Valbonne

Free
private ads

ADAPTATION
Thu, Sun 20:30

Optional extra lines:

Cinema Casino
20 Avenue Henri Isnard,Vence
FAR FROM HEAVEN
Tue 18:00, 21:00

PETS
● WAITING to be adopted: lovely affectionate, young (less than a year) female
tortoiseshell cat, left behind by owner
who moved house. Amelia 06 07 70 46
55
● LOOKING for a good home: young,
boisterous, german shepard x, male,
would love to go for long walks. Amelia
06 07 70 46 55
● 10 MONTH old black & white female
cat looking for a home. V. affectionate,
prefer being only animal in home,
abandoned by couple who are expecting child.Call Amelia 06 07 70 46 55

❷ Choose your options

❹ About you,and payment

Type of advert: ■ Private ■ Trade
Optional extras – see section 3 for prices.
■ Use all BOLD type ■ Put a box around the advert

Name:

● SPAIN, San Jean beach near Alicante,
1 bed flat studio. Top floor, fully furnished, terrace & pool. 04 92 04 17 38
(Nice)
● BEAUTIFUL 200yr old gite;4 bed,pool
on 1 hectare of land. 90mins from Nice
Airport.06 22 08 51 21

“Conscience is the inner voice that warns us
that someone might be looking.”
H L Mencken

Address:

■ Reply box number (for privacy; personal ads only)

❸ Work out the price
I’d like my ad to appear

PROPERTY
Property for sale

THE HOURS
Tue 20:30

Classifieds

Up to 96 chars (3 lines)
Extra 32 char lines, each
All bold type
Box round ad

times (Free ads run only once)
Private
per issue
TTC
FREE! €10.00

Trade
per issue
Hors Taxes
€10.00

+€2.50
+€5.00
+€7.50

€2.50
+€5.00
+€7.50

Tax is included in private ad prices, but must be added for trade ads.
If you’d like us to work out the price for you, fax or email your ad to us
and we’ll call you back.
Terms: All ads must be legal, decent and honest.
Ads are run at the sole discretion of the
publisher. Free offer applies to private
ads only. Payment due with booking.
Free ads will be published in first
available issue. Ad deadline: Midday Tuesday

❺

Tel:
Payment:
■ Cash ■ Cheque, in euros, drawn on a French bank,
payable to ‘The Riviera Gazette’
■ Carte Bleue/Credit card (enter number and expiry date below)

Expiry
Signature:

Date:

MAIL to: Riviera Gazette Classifieds, 738 Route Notre Dame, Cidex 47, 06330 Roquefort
les Pins, France • EMAIL to classifieds@TheRivieraGazette.com • FAX to 04 93 09 66 53
• or submit and pay ONLINE at http://www.TheRivieraGazette.com/classifieds
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What’s On and Where To Go...
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Thursday 1

Friday 2
● Spring comes to the Grimaldi Forum, Monaco
from today until Monday with the 6th Salon
Reveries sur les Jardins, an upmarket
gardening show.An array of Mediterranean
plants will be on display and for sale, open daily
on the esplanade from 10:00 to 20:00.Also the
Concours de Bouquets (flower arrangements) is
in the Grimaldi Forum from 17:00 to 20:00 on
Saturday and 10:00 to 18:30 on Sunday. Call +377
92 16 61 66 for info.
● There’s traditional music this evening with
Chansons Napolitaines at the Centre Culturel de
la Providence, Nice from 20:00.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Prague,
Stockholm and Warsaw at 16:30.

Riviera Weather

and La Colle-sur-Loup village.

Saturday 3

● The Grasse photography club is hosting a
second hand photography equipment sale
from 09:00 to 18:00 at the Salle Léo Lagrange
today. Tel: 04 92 92 47 24.

● The yachting season gets off to a start this
weekend with the 4th Trimed Boat Race with
around 100 yachts leaving Toulon for an eight day
race to Nice, plus the Azuréenne Regatta off
Antibes today and tomorrow.
● Strawberry lovers can find fruit in
abundance at the Fête des Fraises in Carros this
weekend as local strawberry growers get together
to celebrate the first fruit of the season and sell
their produce by the basketful in the Place des
Plans. Tel: 04 93 29 20 50.
● Bargain hunters should head to MouansSartoux today for a car boot and second hand
sale on the streets, in the town square and at the
boulodrome. Open 08:00 to 19:00. Or head to the
port in Beaulieu for a crafts and flea market or
the Carnoles area of Roquebrune-Cap-Martin to
see local artists displaying their works.
● Football: Nice FC play Sedan in a French
League Division 1 match at the Stade du Ray at
20:00. Tel: 04 93 18 07 27.
● The Colmiane Forest adventure discovery
trail opens today for the summer season,
weekends and bank holidays in May,Wednesdays
and weekends in June and September, daily in
July and August. The Via Ferrata, with its death
defying narrow rope bridges across mountain
gullies, is also open. Suitable for ages 5 and up,
call 04 93 02 83 54 for info.
● There’s a jazz evening tonight at Les
Arbousiers, on the lakeside at Lac St Cassien, with
the Martinique Jazz Show. Menus start at €20, call
04 93 60 67 89 for info and bookings.
● Local artists display their work in Place Grand
Jardin,Vence all day today. Tel: 04 93 58 06 38
● Art Johnson & Gary Scott play jazz at the Bar
en Biais, Nova Antipolis,Antibes tonight. Tickets
are €17. Tel: 04 92 91 15 46
● LOT flies to Gdansk,Warsaw and Wroclaw at
16:30.
● Continuing today are the Salon des Vignerons,
the French Ladies Open Tennis Championship,
the Salon Brocantiquaries, the 6th Salon Reveries
sur les Jardins, the Printemps des Arts and the
Salon du Jardin.

Sunday 4
● Riviera Singles and the Draguinan-based
Friendship Group are meeting at Lac St Cassien
for lunch and pedalo racing. Email
rivierasingles@yahoo.co.uk to join in.
● Bargain hunters should head for the car park at
Stade Coubertin, Cannes for a car boot sale
from 07:00 to 18:00 today or to Stade Perdigon,
Grasse from 08:00 to 18:00. There are also smaller
second hand sales in Cap d’Ail’s Square
Beaverbrook, Place Clémenceau in Cap Ferrat

● Most of the region’s museums are offering
free admission today, as part of the Printemps des
Musees programme to encourage people to visit.

● The Tzigane Orchestra, Trumpet Ensemble
and Jazz Ensemble of the Cannes Conservatoire
are in concert at La Gaude village church at
15:00.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Kraków,
Stockholm, Tel Aviv and Warsaw at 16:30.
● Continuing today are the Salon des Vignerons,
the French Ladies Open Tennis Championship,
the Salon Brocantiquaries, the 6th Salon Reveries
sur les Jardins, the Azuréenne Regatta, the 4th
Trimed Boat Race, the Printemps des Arts, the
Salon du Jardin and the Fête des Fraises.

Monday 5
● The Ensemble Vocal Syrinx international
choir is in concert with the Choir of Kiel and the
Syrinx Orchestra at the Basilica, St Maximim at
20:30. Tickets from 04 94 59 84 59 or on the door.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Kraków,
Stockholm and Warsaw at 16:30.
● Continuing today are the Salon des Vignerons,
the 6th Salon Reveries sur les Jardins and the 4th
Trimed Boat Race.
CMYK

● Today is a public holiday, the Fête du Travail.
● Haut de Cagnes celebrates May Day in
traditional provençal style with local musicians
and dancers in the Place du Chateau. Tel: 04 93 20
61 64.
● Nice is also celebrating May Day with the Fête
des Mais in the gardens and arenas of Cimiez.
Tel: 04 97 13 2121.
● The Sunny Bank Association’s second hand
bookstore Sunny Bank Books has found new
premises in Mandelieu and is open today, the first
Thursday of the month, plus every third Saturday
from 10:00 to 15:00. Call 04 94 76 17 05 for info
and directions.
● The 6th St Raphael Joust is on today in the old
port. Teams of boat-borne yachties equipped
with lances compete with each other in a series
of knockout rounds. Tel: 06 09 77 89 67.
● The Salon des Vignerons runs from today until
Monday at the Hippodrome, Cagnes-sur-Mer
with wines from across the country available at
direct from the producer prices and, of course,
free wine tastings. Tel: 04 94 52 80 80.
● Gardeners can head to Golfe Juan’s Théatre de
la Mer today until Sunday for the Salon du Jardin
& des Aménagements Extérieurs, with plants and
all things gardening. Tel: 04 93 63 73 12.
● Bargain hunters are spoilt for choice today
with second-hand sales at the Croix-Rouge,
near the swimming pool in Antibes, Ludiparc in
La Colle-sur-Loup, the port in Beaulieu-sur-Mer
and the Villa Daudet in Peymeinade.
● The Salon Brocantiquaries, an upmarket
antiques and collectibles show, opens today
until Sunday at Espace Fontvieille, Monaco. Tel:
+377 92 16 61 66.
● Continuing until Sunday is the Printemps des
Arts classical music festival in Monaco with
concerts each night. Sunday has a jazz theme. Tel:
+377 92 16 61 66.
● Also on until Sunday is the French ladies
open tennis championship, the 6th
International Gaz de France, at the Parc des
Sports Pierre Sauvaigo, Cagnes-sur-Mer.

● Continuing today are the Salon des Vignerons,
the French Ladies Open Tennis Championship,
the Salon Brocantiquaries, the Printemps des Arts
and the Salon du Jardin.

Tuesday 6
● The British Association of the Var is making its
traditional early season trip to the seaside
today, to the Restaurant Garonnette Beach, Les
Issambres. Lunch, including wine and coffee, is
€23. Call 04 94 47 06 28 to book.
● Monaco-USA is holding its monthly gettogether at the Yacht Club de Monaco from
19:00. Call Isabelle or Merrily on 06 78 63 15 73
for information.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Kraków,
Stockholm and Warsaw at 16:30.
● Continuing today is the 4th Trimed Boat Race.

Wednesday 7
● The British Association of Monaco is
visiting the gardens of Serre de la Madone this
afternoon. Call +377 93 50 19 52 to join in.
● Otis Taylor plays blues music at the Cedac in
Cimiez, Nice tonight. Tickets are €13.55. Tel: 04
93 53 85 95
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Stockholm
and Warsaw at 16:30
● Continuing today is the 4th Trimed Boat Race.

Coming up...
● Thursday May 8 is a public holiday, as is
Thursday May 29. Many businesses will also take
the Fridays off too, to make a long weekend, so
don’t get caught out!

Call 08 99 70 11 11 for today’s weather in your town, or to get a three-day forecast in English. Calls cost €0.34 per minute

Thursday 1

Friday 2

Saturday 3

Sunday 4

Monday 5

Tuesday 6

AM

12°C
Sunny

11°C
Rain

13°C
Sunny

15°C
Clearing

16°C
Sunny

15°C
Sunny

PM

22°C
Clearing

23°C
Rain

22°C
Sunny

23°C
Clearing

26°C
Sunny

25°C
Sunny

MAY IN NICE...
Avg. high: 20°C Avg. sea temp: 17°C
Avg. low: 13°C Avg. rainfall: 49mm
Time to service the lawnmower and
clean out the pool – summer’s just
around the corner.
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thursday

may 8
next week!

One token per person. Offer closes 8/5/03.

