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A PROMINENT Toulouse
politician and the city’s chief
prosecutor have been implicated in the murders of a
prostitute and a transvestite
in new allegations levelled
by convicted serial killer
Patrice Alègre.
The claims are the latest
twist in a scandal that has
gripped all of France.
Alègre, 34 and France’s
most notorious serial killer,
claims that he murdered two
of his victims on the orders of
highly placed officials in
Toulouse who were worried
about blackmail threats after
attending sadomasochistic
orgies.
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Letter
In a secret letter sent to wellknown French TV journalist
Karl Zero, Alègre’s confession
appeared to confirm statements
made recently by two former
prostitutes, who claimed that
Alègre supplied influential dignitaries in Toulouse with drugs
and girls for sex parties in the
early 1990s.
The letter also sensationally
claims that he later became their
hit man.
In the letter, smuggled out of
FACE OF A KILLER ... Patrice Alegre says he acted as hit man jail, Alègre outlined the confesAFP/Lionel Bonaventure
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By JENNY PAUL
sion he made to investigators on
Friday, when he admitted to
killing prostitute Line Galbardi
and transvestite Claude
Martinez.
Both were murdered in 1992,
and Alègre claims it was because
they threatened to lift the lid on
the operation.
Alègre provided girls for the
parties,held at venues including
a courthouse and a chateau
owned by the city council.
He alleges that Martinez
turned up at the sex parties with
a hidden camera and his murder
was ordered by guests who
feared exposure.
Galbardi was killed because
she had witnessed the vicious
murder of another prostitute
and had already started talking
to police.

Risk
“A police officer came to tell me
about it. He said I had to eliminate her so the affair could be
covered up. He thought too
many people were at risk and
that she wouldn’t keep her
mouth shut,” wrote Alègre.
The sex and murder scandal
claimed its first political victims

last week with the resignation of
Toulouse chief prosecutor Jean
Volff,who admitted he had been
named in the prostitutes’ testimony but claimed their story
was “totally implausible”.

Explicit
The city’s former mayor has also
been named and shamed.
Dominique Baudis claims he
has been set up but is asking to
be placed under judicial investigation so that his lawyer can have
access to the evidence against
him.
He is now head of the Conseil
Supérieur de l’Audiovisuel,
France’s broadcasting regulator,
and says the pornography industry is behind the allegations as
revenge for his recent drive to
reduce sexually explicit material
on television.
“It is unacceptable that a man’s
honour can be tainted by the
words of a murderer serving a
life sentence, and that of two
prostitutes,” Francis Szpiner,
Baudis’lawyer told French newspaper Liberation.

Cocaine
However Alègre, who is serving
a life sentence for five murders,
brushed aside the denials. “Do
not believe these people. The
truth cannot be suppressed just
because the people involved are
people in power.
“The two prostitutes are
telling the truth when they say
they came with me to sadomasochistic parties, and that
certain members of the Toulouse
bourgeoisie were there and
everyone was going for the
cocaine.”
Alègre,a policeman’s son,was
jailed in 2002 for his string of
sick crimes which included six
rapes and five killings involving
extreme cruelty.
Police in Toulouse are still
investigating the disappearance
of 115 women and girls in the
region over 12 years.
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Got a hot story? Call our newsdesk on 04 93 09 66 43!

BUSINESS SERVICES
FedEx: UK/EU 29€ - USA 36€
Printing,ADSL, mailbox rentals, etc
OfficeXtra, Sophia – 04 93 00 07 71

COMPUTERS/IT
TECH MEDIC
NEED HELP installing or maintaining
your computer, printer, scanner,ADSL?
Any other software/hardware problem to
solve? Qualified systems administrator
living on the Côte d’Azur, available 7/7,
speaks fluent English, Swedish and
competent French. Call me for any job –
06 76 94 71 44 – or email
jens.scott@wanadoo.fr or see
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/techmedic/

LEARN FRENCH
LEARN FRENCH at your home/office,
one-to-one or in a group.All books and
materials supplied.Hundreds of happy
clients over 15 years – children, adults,
schools and corporates including
Nortel,Compaq,IBM and Unisys.Call
Riviera Languages,Villeneuve Loubet
on 04 93 73 02 59 or 06 15 33 54 21
FRENCH LESSONS at home by
qualified and experienced teacher.Call
Gisele, 04 93 32 08 39
FRENCH COURSES FOR ADULTS in
Nice – small groups or individuals –
Tel 04 93 16 94 17 • www.icilangue.com

FRENCH FOR FOREIGNERS 16 years
experience.Francophonie Institut,
Cannes/Mougins.Tel: 06 60 18 41 47

TRAVEL
JET2 LEEDS BRADFORD AIRPORT – NICE
Your gateway to the north of England.
Tel: 082 582 6022 or www.jet2.com

TV & SATELLITE
SKY DIGITAL sales and installations.
Low-cost flexible packages available –
06,83 & MC region.Call 06 78 39 39 05

ENGLISH BOOKSHOPS
VALBONNE BOOK CENTRE
Books. Cards.Video and DVD rental.
Tel: 04 93 12 21 42

HEALTH AND BEAUTY
MOBILE SHIATSU – specialist in
Japanese relaxation techniques.
Healing massage and reflexology.
Call Evelyne on 06 76 42 20 32

INTERIORS
α ALPHA DECORATION
Ornamental cornices, mouldings,
plasterwork and interior decoration
231 Ch du Plan de Grasse, MouansSartoux, Tel/fax: 04 93 75 58 28,
Mobile: 06 81 39 61 30

OPPORTUNITIES

CMYK

YOUR BUSINESS HERE every week! –
€295 gets this ad in over 500,000 copies
annually.Call TRG Sales,04 93 09 66 43

Weekly ads bring weekly sales.Get in The Gazette!
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A THEOULE-SUR-MER home
owner shot and killed a burglar who
broke into his villa at the weekend.
German Hans Ferdinand, 66, was
arrested for manslaughter and illegal
possession of a firearm, but was not
detained in custody. The burglar was
a 40-year-old man from the Var.

Rave crackdown
FOLLOWING the first illegal rave
party of the year, at Meounes in the
Var a few weeks ago, authorities have
decided to get tough with organisers.
Police will in future confiscate
sound systems if the event has not
been registered at the prefecture.Rave
organisers also risk big fines.

Lesson learned
A CASTELLANE based religious sect
which was ordered to demolish a 33
metre statue of‘the cosmic messiah’in
2001 because it was built without
planning permission has applied for
leave to build an enormous pyramidshaped temple on the site instead.

Warsaw winner

HIKE ‘NO WALK
IN THE PARK’

GAZETTE reader David Britten of
Saint Cezaire will soon be jetting off
Deep snow
for a break in Warsaw after winning a
“We
started
in the blazing sunshine on
pair of return tickets in our LOT
the
beach.
On
the final day we were
Polish Airlines competition.
We asked what time of day LOT kicking our way through deep snow.
“We didn’t have a support team, so
flies out of Nice; the answer is 4:30pm.
we carried all our gear with us from
the start. I must have looked pretty
funny on the beach in my heavy hikOZONE levels in the Var rocketed ing boots, with an ice axe strapped to
over last week’s public holiday as off- my pack,” said Peter as he massaged
shore winds carried pollution inland. his swollen and blistered feet.
This year’s summer season is con“We left the last road behind at the
sidered to be at high risk from ozone end of day two; from then on we were
pollution.
walking well away from civilisation.

Ozone blows into Var

dle of a torrential thunderstorm.
Visibility was low, and it was really
quite scary – there was no hint of civilisation around, and of course our
mobile phones didn’t work out there.”
“Its amazing that you don’t have to
go very far inland from the Côte
d’Azur to be completely cut off from
the world. In the heart of the
Mercantour it feels as rugged, lonely
and exposed as the Himalayas.”

A PROMINENT local businessman
is putting his feet up after completing a gruelling five day walk from
the coast to the highest point in the
Alpes-Maritimes.
Peter Johnson,48,and friend Chris
Griffiths left Menton last Friday to
hike to Cime du Gelas, a 3,152 metre
peak near the Italian border in the
Mercantour national park.
“It was a hard slog, and a lot of
walking up and down,up and down,”
said Peter, a financial adviser and the
chairman of the local British
Chamber of Commerce. “Chris calculated that, with all the walking up
and down we did, we climbed the
same height as Mount Everest. That’s
not bad in five days!”

Tired

TRG/Mike Clark

Homeowner kills
burglar

FOOTSORE . . . Peter Johnson recovering
with some of his sponsorship cheques

We stayed in mountain huts
overnight, and sat in icy cold streams
at the end of each day to get clean. I
was able to call home on Friday night,
but had no contact again until late on
Monday.”

Lost

CMYK

“On Saturday afternoon we lost the
path for a couple of hours,in the mid-

The pair did come close to giving up
at one stage.“At the end of the fourth
day we were just utterly, mind bogglingly, tired.We had booked a guide
to take us up the last bit of the mountain, and if we’d been able to get in
touch with him then we’d have called
it off. But when he turned up first
thing in the morning we were ready to
give it one last burst.”
Initial indications are that the
marathon hike raised over €6,000 for
the Great Ormond Street children’s
hospital and Unicef.“The sponsorship
gave us a great incentive to press on,”
said Peter.
The pair first attempted the walk 15
years ago,but didn’t finish it.“Will we
do it again? It’s very unlikely – and certainly not for at least another 15
years!”

Var ‘illegal’crackdown
THE Var is stepping up its campaign
to crack down on illegal employment,
in particular of foreign workers.
The plan is to make inspections
more effective and improve communication between the agencies
involved,including the police and the
social security agency.
Sectors with high levels of illegal
workers include the construction
industry, the catering and hotel trade
and tourism.

IT pros get on board
A NEW online forum aims to put
English-speaking IT professionals in
the region in touch with each other.
The bulletin board, started by
Draguignan-based IT consultant
Richard Morby, aims to help permanent staff and contractors “communicate, find work and help each other”.
Sign up at www.frognrosbif.com

Fat cat Cantona
SOCCER legend Eric Cantona was in
Nice on Tuesday to promote a film in
which he plays an obese policeman.
In ‘The Overeater’ the athletic star
sports a 40 kilo ‘fat suit’, designed to
pad him out for the part.
The film had an exclusive preview
in the city on Tuesday and will be on
general release from July 16.

Watch your tots
DROWNING is the third biggest
cause of death in children aged over
one year in France.
Between June 1 and September 30
last year 409 children died in drowning incidents countrywide.
However, in the Alpes-Maritimes
there was a drop in fatalities last year;
just six deaths were registered as
against 32 in 2000.
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A NEW high-tech car made
it’s Riviera debut this week.
Although the Carver is a
three wheeled car, it feels like
a motorbike because it leans
into corners.
The machine’s Dutch inventor showed The Gazette his
pocket rocket and explained
how it works.
“The Carver has taken 11
years to design and develop.
My father came up with the
concept and we’ve now made it
and it’s great fun,” said Chris
van den Brink.
“The fully automatic
hydraulic-mechanical leaning
system makes this exciting
kind of driving possible, lending itself very well to an exciting sporty driving style.”
The tiny two-seater can

VandenBrink BV & TRG/Jenny Paul

Trike banks on Côte

IT’S A BANKER ...swoopy Carver and inventor Chris van den Brink (inset)

reach 100km/h in 8.2 seconds
and has a top speed of
180km/h – although it feels
much faster as it swoops
through corners.
“We have dealers here who
are interested and we think it
will be very popular,” said

Chris. “We’ve sold 11 or 12 at
home in Holland and we’re
now looking at the rest of
Europe.”
But the pricetag means the
nifty buggy is a rich-man’s toy
– you’ll need to find €37,950 to
put one on your driveway.

HATS OFF . . . 22 pupils of the class of 2003 received their high school
diplomas at a graduation ceremony held at The International School of
Nice last Friday. Most are now going on to study at universities
worldwide,including Trinity College Dublin,NYU and Emory University

TRG/Jenny Paul

AN ARGENTINEAN man was caught
smuggling a kilo of cocaine through Nice
airport last week – hidden in his underpants.
Customs officers nabbed Frederico Stritzke,
60, as he stepped off a plane from Brazil.
Appearing before magistrates in Nice last
Friday,Stritzke admitted he had arranged a meeting with a contact in the city,where he would hand
over the €40,000 haul.
Gazette undie-cover reporter Neil Williams
conducted an investigation into how Stritzke SUSPICIOUS
would have looked with a kilo of the fine white PACKAGE . . .
Gazette man Neil
powder stashed in his boxers.
“I couldn’t have got on an airplane like that, shows how
or even sat down,” our man concluded.Stritzke smuggler might
have looked.
was given a four-year jail sentence.

Concorde farewell Jobless total rises
THE final Air France
Concorde flight left Paris last
Saturday. Those wishing to
sample supersonic flight, or
jet off for a day’s shopping in
the Big Apple, can now only
fly from London – and that
service will finish in October.
In the UK the planes will
end their days as museum
show-pieces. “We want to let
Concorde retire in dignity,”
said
British
Airways
spokesman John Lampl. “It’s
costing us more and more to
run,and from a business point
of view it is just not profitable.”

UNEMPLOYMENT
in
France rose again last month,
sparking fears over the country’s economy.
The labour ministry
revealed the number of job
hunters increased by 7,000 in
April,bringing the total number of unemployed to some
2.2 millon.
Many large corporations
such as France Telecom,
Alcatel and Alstom have
announced job cuts.
Economists are predicting
unemployment will remain
high for the forseeable future.

CMYK

Smuggler’s
package
spotted

AMERICAN nurse Ted Maher is
due in court today for an extradition hearing which could see him
returned to prison in Monaco.
Maher is set to appear before
magistrates in Aix-en-Provence,
who will decide whether he
should be sent back to the principality.
He escaped from Monaco’s tiny
prison in January, just over a
month after receiving a ten year
sentence for starting a fire which
led to the death of his billionaire
employer.
Maher apparently faced little
difficulty in his escape.After sawing through the bars of his prison
cell, the former commando lowered himself into the prison garden using a rope made from carrier bags, before simply walking
out of the principality.
He was traced to a Nice hotel
the next day after making phone
calls to friends in Monaco.
Maher is fighting the extradition,which could see him serve an
extra year in prison for the
escape.
Maher was convicted of starting a fire at a Monaco penthouse
which killed billionaire banker
Edmond Safra and nurse Vivian
Torrente in December 1999.

GP was a winner
LAST weekend’s Monaco Grand Prix was
declared a success by organisers at the
Automobile Club de Monaco,despite the fact
that tickets were still available on the day of
the race. Usually tickets have sold out by
February.
“We had a very good year and sold
almost all the tickets we had available,”
Patrick Mannouri of the ACM told The Gazette.
“We added another stand with 3,000 seats to
make space for more people,”he added.
However, down in the paddock The
Gazette noticed celebrity attendance was lean
in comparison to previous years.
Double formula one world champion
Mika Hakkinen was there,but the only real Alisters were U2’s Bono,who dropped in from
his mansion in nearby Eze,and Brazilian soccer ace Ronaldo.
The race was won by Juan Pablo Montoya,
followed by Kimi Raikkonen and Michael
Schumacher.McLaren’s Raikkonen leads the
championship with 48 points.

TRG/Jenny Paul

TRG/Jenny Paul

Ted Maher
back in court

PICK-A HAKKINEN ... former race
ace was nosing around the circuit
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TRG/Mike Clark

AS MONACO FC,the principality’s
football club, has been relegated to
French Ligue 2 because of financial
problems.
The move comes despite the club
finishing second in French Ligue 1
this season,and
winning the
League Cup.
The club has
debts estimated at €87m.
“It’s sad and
frustrating that
we couldn’t
SAD . . . Prince Albert find a solution
before
the
deadline set by the league,” HSH
Prince Albert said at a press conference on Friday.
He also criticized the club’s management for their obvious failure.
“But there’s still hope and we will
fight to find investors willing to help
us. You know how close I am to
Monaco’s football club and I can’t let
down players who have proved their
loyalty to Monaco.”
“My father and I will have to see
how we can help the club. We have
ideas and I’m confident. We’ll do
everything we can to save the club,” he
added.
Restrictions imposed by the French
football league mean that the royals
are not allowed to dig in their own
pockets to help the troubled side.
The move has now sparked fears
that top players will seek to leave the
club rather than face the ignominy of
playing in Ligue 2.

HOW NOT TO BE
TAKEN FOR A TART
The American author of a popular guide to etiquette for foreigners in France visited
Sophia Antipolis this week.
Polly Platt is a former journalist who came to France in 1957.
The third edition of her book,
French or Foe?,has recently been
published and is designed to
help Americans come to terms
with cultural differences when
they move here.
Polly’s golden rules for getting
along range from simple tips to
deeper strategies for achieving goals.
She advises that you don’t smile as
you walk down the street; French
people will think you are stupid,
mocking them, or worse – “In Paris
if a woman smiles at a man she doesn’t know, he thinks she’s a hooker.”
Polly also counsels that readers
should flirt if they want something
done, and always ask a member of
the opposite sex.“Have a twinkle in

CMYK

Strikes
cripple
Riviera

TRG/Jenny Paul

Monaco club
relegated by
debt mountain

POLLY’S TIPS ...“don’t smile at strangers
but fluttering eyelashes work every time”

your eye and be well groomed – if
you aren’t you’re insulting the person
you are talking to,” she adds.
“Another excellent way of getting
what you want is to say ‘Mais j’ai un

YET MORE strike action hit the AlpesMaritimes this week as public sector workers
again took to the streets to protest against
government plans to reform their pensions.
However, life went on largely as normal
for most,and pundits assessed Tuesday’s day
of action as being less damaging than the
previous ‘Black Tuesday’on May 13.
Annoyed workers have had almost the
entirety of the last two weeks off work

problème’ – I have a problem.
“The French love solving problems and even if you can’t find dill in
the supermarket, they’ll turn the
place upside down looking for it.
“I’ve had thousands of letters
from Americans saying ‘thank you
so much, these rules really have
changed my life’,” Polly told The
Gazette.
Other tips include adding monsieur or madame after a bonjour or
au revoir, and “make sure you shake
hands – French people, even your
colleagues, expect you to shake
hands every time you see them and
us Americans just aren’t used to that.
“You have to remember that you
aren’t at home and that the culture in
France is different. A lot of
Americans coming here think
French people are being rude to
them, when they’ve actually inadvertently insulted them first,” concluded Polly.

because of strike days and public holidays.
Meanwhile commuters have been left
stranded, post is undelivered and people
have been trapped in lifts as electricity was
cut.
Around 30,000 people were left without
electricity in Cannes,Grasse and Antibes on
Tuesday.
Even hospital workers took a stand and
only emergency cases were admitted.Flights

in and out of Nice airport were severely disrupted through Tuesday and Wednesday by
angry air-traffic controllers and buses and
trains are still on a restricted service.
Next Monday is also a public holiday and,
perhaps unsurprisingly, further strikes by
teachers and transport workers are planned
for the next day.The pension reforms will be
put before parliament on Wednesday 11
June.

Air traffic down
FRENCH air passenger traffic fell by
7.5 per cent in April compared with
last year.Main reasons include the war
in Iraq, economic uncertainty in
Europe, and the Sars outbreak. Air
passenger traffic between France and
Asian countries suffered the most.

Demolition dispute
A CO-FOUNDER of the Millau food
guides has been ordered to demolish
his villa in St Tropez. Last week the
court of appeal in Aix-en-Provence
ruled that the house had been built
without planning permission.
Christian Millau,74,argues that he
had permission for a two-storey house
but fell foul of the authorities when he
built a single-storey home without
reapplying.

Ciggy price hike
THE price of cigarettes is set to rise by
15 to 25 per cent in a bid by the government to discourage smokers under
the age of 25.
Figures for 1999 showed that 53.1
per cent of young people smoked.

Tourists stay away
THE Var is bracing itself for a quiet
summer season after the departmenal
tourism committee announced that
bookings from northern European
tour operators are down by 40 per
cent.The predicted gloomy economic climate is blamed.

Time to buy?
PLANS are afoot to encourage more
people to buy their own homes.
Housing minister Gilles de Robien
is expected to announce measures
soon to encourage potential home
buyers. Currently only 56 per cent of
homes in France are owner-occupied.
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My Riviera

Jerôme Verrier talks to Jenny Paul about selling armagnac
to Lionel Ritchie and why he won’t stock champagne...

Classifieds

❝

ANNOUNCEMENTS
● PRIVATE ads are FREE up to 96
characters; €2.50 per 32 chars
thereafter. Major credit cards
accepted. Call 04 93 09 66 43 for
trade ad prices.
● GET The Gazette by mail every week
– anywhere in the world. Subscribe
online with your Visa/Mastercard at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com or call 04
93 09 66 43

AUTO

TRG/Jenny Paul

Four wheels+

MARKET LEADER . . . Jerôme Verrier was recently elected president of Antibes’famous Marché Provençal

walls around them – but what I
really love are the people.
Everyone here is friendly
and there’s a real sense of community and the way of life is
similar to village life.
I love the fact that you have
people here who are very rich
but living happily alongside
artisans.
The other week after the
Cannes film festival a big car
pulled up outside the shop and
Lionel Ritchie walked in. He
asked for a big bottle of Dom

Perignon rosé but I said, sorry
I’m a Gascony man. I don’t sell
champagne! Why don’t you
try an armagnac?
He did,and in fact stayed for
an hour and eventually bought
€6,000 worth of armagnac!
That’s what I love about my
business – I can introduce people to new things they haven’t
tried.
I don’t think of owning a
shop with quality produce as
work. It has become my life. I
know the man who produces

the wines I sell, and I know my
foie gras is good quality and
has no additives.
I love meeting people and
talking to them so I don’t like
these new big supermarkets.
When I have time off I like to
go walking in the hills,with my
friend Solomon, an American
ex-soldier.
Now, having been made
president of the Marché
Provençal in Antibes, I would
be happy to stay here
forever.

❞

● MERCEDES 560 SEC 1989 Coupe,
excellent cond, American specs, French
plates, 190,000km, metal grey, int. blue.
€9,800. Tel: 04 93 78 01 67 or 06 84 07
15 57
● BMW 528i 1982 auto, A/C. Great
cond, good runner, CD, new tyres.
€1100.00.06 22 70 85 08
● CITROEN XM 2L 1991. Elec windows,
sunroof. €1200. Also Fiesta 1986 €200.
Call Brian,06 93 02 96 40
● VW Polo 1.4 1996, 5 door, LHD, Sony
radio, vcg, CT ok, 46000km Tel 06 15 43
05 23
● LAGUNA 2.2 DT Sept00 58000km
Clim, auto, alu wheels, alarm, new tyres.
Grntee to oct.03. E12500. Email vincent.roger@conexant.com
● RENAULT Clio 1993. Elec windows,
central locking, 5 doors. 83000km.
€2200.Tel 06 71 21 52 56
● CITROEN XM Automatic V6 1991, AC,
power steering, radio/cass, €2000. Tel
06 72 89 48 57

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
● INTERNATIONAL Baptist Church welcomes you! NICE: 13, rue Vernier, services every Sunday evening at 18:30,
info 04 93 24 92 61, SAINT–PAUL:
Espace Saint Claire Commercial Centre,
Level 0, services every Sunday morning
at 10:45,info 04 93 77 31 45

● RIVIERA Hash House Harriers– A
social club for runners & walkers– every
2nd Sun.www.rivierahhh.com
● CLUBMEETING Fr/Eng conversation
or other languges. Meet people for
Multi–Connection or pleasure clubmeetingfr@hotmail.com or 04 93 68 32
48

COMPUTERS & IT
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com
● IOMEGA New! external CD–RW
24x10x40 USB2 PC/Mac. Paid €260, sell
for €160.Tel 06 18 62 37 72

HEALTH & BEAUTY
● VEGETARIANISM Dried and fresh variety veggie products (seitan) for free
delivery 04 93 68 32 48

HOBBIES & SPORT
● EXERCISE bike, excellent condition,
never used.€80.Call 06 84 58 20 14
● SPLASH OUT! Swimming lessons by
experienced qualified PE teacher.
Boys/girls, 1 or small groups, any age.
Will travel, good rates. Jane 04 92 60 44
57

HOUSEHOLD
● GENERAL services home renovation,
curtain upholstery & domestic helpers
(Single or Couples)
Tel 04 93 68 32 48/ 06 19 97 23 44
● LEATHER Settee – 3 seater, plus
matching chair. €1000 ono. Also Futon
€80.06 20 33 92 30
● KEF Coda II Hi–Fi Speakers. Perfect
condition, original box. €65. Le Rouret,
04 93 77 74 59

JOBS
PUT your job vacancies in this
section for just €10 for three
lines +€2.50 per extra line!
(Prices per week, hors taxes)

CMYK

I grew up in the south
west of France and then
moved to Toulouse to study.
My great passion was rugby
and while I was there I made it
into the French National championships.
After that I settled down
with my wife, had three children and became a businessman. I opened one business
after another starting with an
insurance agency, then a real
estate agents and finally in 1992
I bought a troubled foie gras
production business.
I called the business
L’Empreur after its previous
owner and I now have 500
ducks and 30 geese .
They all run around freely.
Most of the stories you hear
about geese being force-fed to
produce foie gras are untrue.
Geese are so greedy they don’t
need to be force-fed at all, and
it is an antiquated form of production.
I persuaded four of my rugby
friends to come and help me
with the business and we learnt
how to sell at markets across
France. I then created the first
‘French’ market in Miami,
Florida.
I wanted to sell my products
at the Antibes market so three
years ago I bought a shop just
above the covered market, and
it is now my home.
When I first came to Antibes
I fell in love with the place – the
old town,the ramparts,and the
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Classifieds

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS!Book yours online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com or call 04 93 09 66 43
Free offer applies to private ads up to 96 characters (three lines). €2.50 per extra 32 characters, €5 for bold type, €7.50 for a box around. Call for trade ad prices. All major credit cards accepted.
Find the best candidates FAST
among the Gazette’s weekly
20,000+ English–speaking
readers. See order form in this
section for details

Jobs offered
● IN–FLIGHT mag seeks Marseille and
Toulouse based destination travel writers. English mother tongue experienced writers with strong local knowledge preferred.Apply to 06 16 44 16 36.
YOUNG enthusiastic
English–speaking nanny sought to
look after baby,2m old,in June,July +
August.Approx 1 mnth on yacht,1–2
mnths int’l travel with family.Accom
provided.Refs reqd.Please fax CV and
refs to 04 92 91 12 99 or email to
starfishes@wanadoo.fr
PEOPLE with cars required for
Thursday distribution work.Tel
04 93 09 66 43

Jobs wanted
● RELIABLE mature couple seek work
as gardiens, gardening, housekeeping,
chauffeur.04 92 92 14 64
● ENGLISH girl, looking for work for
June,July & Aug.Speaks French.Nice 06
32 23 30 93
● ENGLISH student, Nice, looking for
summer work from Mid June – end
Aug, speaks French. Contact Kim on 06
32 23 30 80
● TRANSLATION/PA work En/Fr/It.
Organised, energetic. Graphics comp
skills.Ivana 06 13 86 56 32
● FRENCH/CUBAN politics graduate
seeks FT/PT work. Eng/Fr/Span/Arabic
spoken.Tel 06 75 27 35 77
● HIGHLY talented graphic designer
seeks work. Please email fedelerinaldi@hotmail.com
● HARDWORKING friendly young Irish
girl desperately seeking work in Nice.
s.mcevoy@student.ucc.ie
● CHEF looking to show off skills, creative
and
head–strong.
No
time–wasters:mrdccb@hotmail.com

Cinematheque
Esplanade Kennedy,Nice

Mercury
Place Garibaldi,Nice
25TH HOUR
Fri 21:40
ABOUT SCHMIDT
Sun 21:40
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE
Sat 14:40
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN
Sun 16:45
CHICAGO
Sat 17:00
FAR FROM HEAVEN
Thu 20:10, Fri 14:30, 20:45, Sat 19:25,
Mon 16:00, 18:00
GANGS OF NEW YORK
Sat 21:15
THE HOURS
Thu 18:00, Mon 16:00
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
Thu 18:00, Sat 19:25, Mon 16:00,
Tue 14:30, 19:25
THE LIFE OF DAVID GALE
Fri 19:15 Sat 14:30, 21:40, Mon 20:10,Tue 19:15
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: TWO TOWERS
Tue 21:30
THE MAGDALENE SISTERS
Tue 21:40

UGC Rialto
Rue de Rivoli,Nice
BARBERSHOP
Daily 15:50, 22:10
DOGVILLE
Daily 13:45, 21:20 plus Sat, Sun, Mon 10:40
FRIDA
Daily 16:50, 19:05
MATRIX RELOADED
Daily 13:40, 16:20, 19:05, 21:50 plus Sat, Sun,
Mon 10:45
THE SECRETARY
Daily 15:50, 17:55, 22:10 plus Sat, Sun, Mon
11:15

Salle des Fetes
Espace de la Vignasse,Valbonne

PETS
● GOLDEN Retriever pups.6m,2f,vaccinated registered. Excellent pedigree.
€750 each.04 93 02 96 40

CMYK

● FRENCH immersion courses for
adults at family–run centre, 04 90 94 43
87 or www.parlons–en–provence.com
● TOTAL immersion in French language and culture –residential stay in
unique setting of monastery in
Moustiers – small groups. Tel: 04 92 77
74 58 or see www.crealangues.com
● FRENCH teacher gives private tuition
at home or at work. Lively methods.
Nice/ Antibes area.06 62 25 19 67
● LEARN Spanish through conversation while playing golf. Spanish lady
(30) with hcp 18. No cost, only price of
my green fee. Tel 0624795906,
xhenao@aol.com

NIGHTMARE buying in France?
Want to be on TV about it? Do
you have tips for other buyers?
Real–life programme being
produced for Sky by Ricochet
Films. Focus on builders,
developers, legal issues etc.
Call Edward Levan
on 0044 12 73 604 792

Le Casino
Av du 24 aout,Antibes
8 MILE
Tue 20:30

Les Arcades
Rue Felix-Faure,Cannes
DOGVILLE
Daily 14:00, 17:15, 20:30
FRIDA
Daily 14:00
MATRIX RELOADED
Daily 16:00, 18:30, 21:00
MODERN TIMES (1936)
Daily 14:00, 20:00
THE SECRETARY
Daily 16:00, 18:00, 21:45

Studio 13
Ave du Docteur-Picaud,Cannes
25TH HOUR
Thu 18:00, Fri 18:00, Sat 18:00,Tue 12:15, 20:30

Cinema Sporting
Place du Casino,Monte-Carlo
BASIC
Thu,Tue 17:30
MATRIX RELOADED
Mon 21:15,Tue 17:30
ANGER MANAGEMENT
Thu 17:30, 21:15, Fri 17:30, Sat 19:30,
Sun 17:30, 21:15
THE SECRETARY
Fri 17:30, Sat 17:00, Mon 17:30

● Ref 8510 FOR SALE ANTIBES Villa in
gated domain close to town, pool, sea
views. 4 beds, 4 baths and 2 self-contained 2 rm apts.€850,000
● Ref 8491 FOR SALE NICE 2nd floor
apt in port area. 140sqm with fireplace, dining area. 3 beds, 2 baths/
showers.Lots of character.€470,000
● Ref 8425 FOR RENT NICE Belle
epoque penthouse apt, centrally
located. 80sqm + 10sqm terrace. 2
beds,fully eqpd kitchen.€1500/pcm.
● Ref 7794 FOR RENT NICE Beautiful
apt in private domain. 75sqm, 2 beds,
eqpd kitchen. Pool & tennis courts in
grounds.Garden views.€1300/pcm.

● ENGLISH lady seeks accommodation,
reasonable rent, for 3/6 months from
October.
Email
hollyhock79@hotmail.com

SERVICES
● GENERAL services, home renovation,
curtains,upholstery & domestic helpers
(Filipinos single or couples).Tel:04 97 06
50 85

TRAVEL
LONDON:Not another pokey hotel
room – rent a luxury Kensington
apartment! Newly renovated and
furnished,sleeps 6 (2 dbl, 1 twin),
available 1–4wks at €1050/wk.
2mins from tube,nr museums.
Tel 04 93 09 69 07

● JUAN les Pins one bed flat available
for rent from Sept 2003. Long or short
lets. Tel 0207 219 3444/0208 947 2510
or Email edwardsa@parliament.uk

● YOUR next adventure? Try a hot air
balloon
safari
in
Africa!
www.BalloonSafarisDirect.com
● GET The Gazette by mail every week
– anywhere in the world. Subscribe
online with your Visa/Mastercard at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com or call 04
93 09 66 43

TV & SATELLITE
● TELEVISION for sale. Sanyo, 70cm
screen.€150.Call 06 64 81 78 58
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com

YACHTS & YACHTING
● CHARTERS on Princess 55 available
mooring in Cannes. Call Madsen on 04
93 69 44 34/ 06 09 51 90 98
● FOR charter this summer South of
France/Italy, Sunseeker Camarague 46.
2 cabins, 2 bathrooms, 550 GM x2,
diesel, full options, top condition.
Availability: July, Aug, Sept. For
enquiries call:06 15 46 95 43
● MOORING for sale, St Raphael. 17m x
5m. For enquiries ring Patrick 06 15 46
95 43

● PRIVATE ads are FREE up to 96
characters; €2.50 per 32 chars
thereafter. Major credit cards
accepted. Call 04 93 09 66 43 for
trade ad prices.

SUNSEEKER Camargue 46.
Absolute mint condition.
Includes mooring 16m x 5m.
Total price €320,000
Tel 06 09 95 45 08

Holiday lets

● BOAT 4m plus trailer, 40hp O/B, + kit.
€2,000 ono for quick sale. Mike, 06 03
18 06 88
● PRIVATE ads are FREE up to 96
characters; €2.50 per 32 chars
thereafter. Major credit cards
accepted. Call 04 93 09 66 43

● CHARMING 1bed apt Old Nice 55m2
sleep 3. All mod cons, linen provided,
close to sea. Parking +local mkt. Avail
from 16 June 600€/wk, tel: 04 93 62 54
07

TRAFFIC
UPDATE
Motorways
Get real-time traffic information on line at
www.TheRivieraGazette.com/links or listen to regular traffic reports in English on
107.7fm whilst you’re on the motorway.

Local roads
● ContesTraffic lights and 50km/h limit
on RD15 until July 27.
● Contes RD1015 closed 8am until 5pm
daily until July 4.
● Le Broc RD101 closed;diversion via
RD1 and RD2202 until Nov 28.
● Menton Long-term delays on Blvd
Carnot during road widening works.
● Mouans-Sartoux RD209 closed until
June 6.Diversions via RD9 and RD 409.
● St JeannetTraffic lights and 50km/h
speed limit on RD2210 until June 12.
● St Martin Vesubie RD89 closed
indefinitely.
● Villeneuve-Loubet Long-term
50Km/h limit on the RN98 coast road.

THE HOURS
Sun 18:00, 20:30 Mon 20:30

PROPERTY

● The Riviera Gazette’s guide to this
week’s ‘Version Originale’ films with
English–language soundtracks...

● 3 ENGLISH GIRLS are looking for reasonably priced accomodation to rent
for July and August in Nice, preferably
in city centre.Anything considered! Call
06 32 23 30 93

MINISTRY OF FEAR (1942)
Sat 14:30
THE DEAD
Thu 18:00, Sat 21:30

LEARNING

MOVIES

Property wanted

Property for sale
● SPLENDID property Cap d’Antibes,
sale
or
let.
URGENT.
see
www.blubay.com/villa
or
email
reve@blubay.com
● BOOK your free or paid classified ad
online at www.TheRivieraGazette.com

Classified ads
Private users save €10 with this form

Save

€10

on
5 simple steps to a speedy sale! This is the perfect marketplace for your
palace or your Porsche, gold-fish bowl or golfclubs. Just fill in this form and
send us your ad with payment (if applicable) and we’ll print it in the next issue.

Classified Advertisement Order Form

❶ Compose your advert

Please write in capitals, one letter in each box, with an empty box between each word.
Minimum charge for trade ads is three lines/96 characters.

Free
private ads

Property to let
● THEOULE,2 bed,garden,parking,opp
sea. Short lets, Reasonable tarifs. 04 93
75 27 01/ 06 78 76 47 49
● DOUBLE room for rent in large villa
on Cap d’Antibes. Available immediately. Contact gbgfr2001@yahoo.fr or call
06 25 07 28 36
● BIOT Villa w/ pool for weekly lets. 3
beds, sleeps six, UK sat TV. Avail July &
August.www.rivieraprovence.com
● LANGUEDOC 3 Bed house, roof terrace, wine growing village, inc linen.
From £325/€480/w www.norfolkholiday.co.uk /0044 20 82 41 06 58
● NICE New Studio, lift, close Gare
Nice–Riquier. €150/w, €250/w in
July/Aug. Ring 0044 20 82 41 06 58 or
crawfcall@aol.com
● 2 BED apt for rent centre Monaco.
Quiet w/view, parking, 1–15 Aug.
€3000.06 14 36 30 92
● SOPHIA – ground floor apt in villa.
60sqm. Just finished. Beautiful private
gdn.04 93 42 93 58
● VILLA in Miramar, available July and
August. €1500/wk. Call Trevor on 06 85
27 49 71
● VILLA Le Rouret 30mins Nice, 20mins
Sophia.Sleeps 8,pool.04 93 77 31 96
● ITALIAN Riviera, Pigna, quality village
apt. Sleeps 5, newly renovated. 3 bed, 2
bath, terrace with lovely view. 1hr to
Nice airpt, 20mins to beach.06 18 40 26
29

“Hard work never killed anybody – but why take a chance?”
Edgar Bergen

private
ads

Optional extra lines:

❷ Choose your options

❹ About you,and payment

Type of advert: ■ Private ■ Trade
Optional extras – see section 3 for prices.
■ Use all BOLD type ■ Put a box around the advert

Name:
Address:

■ Reply box number (for privacy; personal ads only)

❸ Work out the price
I’d like my ad to appear

Up to 96 chars (3 lines)
Extra 32 char lines, each
All bold type
Box round ad

times (Free ads run only once)
Private
per issue
TTC
FREE! €10.00

Trade
per issue
Hors Taxes
€10.00

+€2.50
+€5.00
+€7.50

€2.50
+€5.00
+€7.50

Tax is included in private ad prices, but must be added for trade ads.
If you’d like us to work out the price for you, fax or email your ad to us
and we’ll call you back.
Terms: All ads must be legal, decent and honest.
Ads are run at the sole discretion of the
publisher. Free offer applies to private
ads only. Payment due with booking.
Free ads will be published in first
available issue. Ad deadline: Midday Tuesday

❺

Tel:
Payment:
■ Cash ■ Cheque, in euros, drawn on a French bank,
payable to ‘The Riviera Gazette’
■ Carte Bleue/Credit card (enter number and expiry date below)

Expiry
Signature:

Date:

MAIL to: Riviera Gazette Classifieds, 738 Route Notre Dame, Cidex 47, 06330 Roquefort
les Pins, France • EMAIL to classifieds@TheRivieraGazette.com • FAX to 04 93 09 66 53
• or submit and pay ONLINE at http://www.TheRivieraGazette.com/classifieds
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What’s On and Where To Go...

Thursday 5

● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Prague and
Stockholm and Warsaw at 16:30

● Starting today is St Jean Cap Ferrat’s 15th
Antiques Show in the gymnasium on place du
Centenaire. Opening hours are 10:00 to 19:00.
There is a cocktail evening on Saturday 7 at 18:00
when the show runs on until 22:00.
Tel: 04 93 76 08 90.

● Continuing today is Cap Ferrat’s 15th Antiques
Show

Saturday 7
● The British Association of the Alpes Maritimes
and Var is celebrating the Queen’s official
birthday in the garden of St. John’s Church in
Menton at 11:30. Drinks and a finger buffet will
be available for €8 payable at the gate. Tel: 04 93
28 22 32.

● Sunnybank Books Cannes Mandelieu is
open today between 10:00 and 15:00. The shop
sells low-price English-language second hand
books. Its new premises are at Les Tourrades just
off juction 41 of the A8. Log on to
therivieragazette.com for directions.

● Nice is holding its Fête des Fêtes for the
second year running at the Kiosque à Musique in
the Jardin Albert 1er. Open from 13:00 to 20:00
there will be stand up comedians, singers,
traditional dancing, baroque music, fencers
performing in traditional costumes and a salsa
band. Tel: 04 92 47 75 15.

● A sculpture and photography exhibition at La
Maison d’Arts in La Colle sur Loup starts today
at 18:30. Sculpters Sally Ducrow, Cathy Cuby and
Marie Mathias along with photographers Olivier
Rabatel and Bernard Robert will be exhibiting
their work until July 25. Tel: 04 93 32 32 50.
● The Association des Jeunes Monégasques in
Monaco is launching German artist Bernd
Weiss’latest abstract paintings this evening at
18:30 in Monte Carlo’s Centre Commercial Le
Métropole. The exhibition runs until June 21. Tel:
+377 93 15 99 00.
● The gallery Elvina in Vence is holding a private
viewing for artist Thierry Charpentier at 19:00
launching his latest series of work titled L’ombre
est la lumière – dark is light. The exhibition
continues until July 31. Tel: 04 93 59 89 05.

● More than 30 Bugattis will be on display at
the first Art de l’Automobile show in the grounds
of the Monte Carlo Casino until June 8. The
exhibition will also unveil Bugatti’s new EB 16.4
Veyron with a 1,001 horsepower engine designed
to carry on the traditions of Ettore Bugatti into
the 21st century. Tel: +377 92 16 61 16.
● Classic car fans should also visit MandelieuLa-Napoule today for the finish of the Rallye des
Princesses. One of France’s most famous races,
this ladies five day charity rally leaves Paris on
June 2. To qualify the cars must have been built
before 1972 and include classics such as Bugattis,
Corvettes and early Porches.Winners will receive
awards in a gala ceremony at the Sofitel Royal
Casino in the evening. Tel: 01 56 05 05 26.
● The Nice Opera is performing Gershwin’s An
American in Paris, Berstein’s Second Symphony
for Piano and Orchestra - The Age of Anxiety
and Ravel’s Piano Concerto and La Valse directed
by Klaus Weise with François-Jöel Thiollier on
piano. Performances start at 20:00 today and
16:00 tomorow. Tickets are priced between € 7
and €34. Tel: 04 93 80 34 83.
● Hilary King, director of the Red Pear Theatre
is giving a talk titled The Theatre in our Lives at
18:30 in Mouans Sartoux. Tickets are €10 and
include wine and canapés. Proceeds from the
evening will go to the welfare section of the
British Association’s Cannes branch.
Tel: 04 93 77 77 40.

Riviera Weather

● The Fête de la St Hermentaire in Draguigan
starts tonight in place Claude Gay at 21:00 with a
medieval soirée and carries on until Monday. The
three day event includes a ball in the place du
Marché and a flower parade on Sunday along bld
Clémenceau followed by an evening of fireworks.
Tel: 04 94 68 68 90.
● Also in Draguignan today and tomorrow is the
24-hour Computer Games Championship for
PC games Counterstrike, Quake 3 and Warcraft
III. There will be two days of non-stop gaming at
the Complexe St. Exupéry from 10:00 on
Saturday to 18:00 on Sunday. Tel: 06 11 95 63 37.
● The Antibes’Youth Festival is taking place
from 10:00 to midnight in the Ponteil car park at
Salis beach with breaker, rap and skate-board
demonstrations and a hip hop concert. Tel:
04 92 90 52 35.
● LOT flies to Gdansk,Warsaw and Wroclaw at
16:30.
● Continuing today are the Art de l’Automobile
show, the Comic Strip Festival, Nice Opera’s
Symphony concert and Cap Ferrat’s 15th
Antiques Show cocktails and late night opening.

Sunday 8
● Saint Martin de Vésubie is holding its 6th
annual Collectors Salon in the village centre
starting at 9:00. There will be more than 20
dealers selling collectors items ranging from old
postcards, stamps, money and manuscripts to
teddy bears and antique dolls. Entrance is free.
Tel: 04 93 03 26 60.
● There is a jazz picnic today at Château
Theurry,Villecroze in the Var between 13:00 and
16:00. Bring your own picnic, chairs or blankets
or just laze around on the grass. Tickets are €10
and can be bought on the day or from Anita
Rieu-Sicart in advance. Tel: 04 94 04 49 60.
● The South African Club’s picnic starts at

Monday 9
● Today is a public holiday
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Kraków,
Stockholm and Warsaw at 16:30
● Continuing today is the Fête de la St
Hermentaire and the Comic Strip Festival.

Tuesday 10
● The British Association of Monaco is
celebrating the Queen’s birthday at the
Meridien Beach Plaza Hotel (sea club entrance)
in Monte Carlo at 18:00. Tel: +377 93 50 19 52.
● The world’s fastest swimmers will be in
Monaco today for the 21st International
Swimming Meeting at the Piscine Olympique
Prince Albert.Around 30 countries will be
represented in the two day competition. Races
start at 11:00 with the semi-finals at 16:00. Finals
are tomorrow at 16:00. Tel: +377 92 05 40 59.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Kraków,
Stockholm and Warsaw at 16:30.

One per person. Offer closes 13/6/03

CMYK

Friday 6

● The 6th Comic Strip Festival is being held at
the Palais des Congrès in Juan les Pins until June
9. Meet authors and illustrators of some of the
famous French comic books. Tel: 04 92 90 54 63.

midday in Cabris at the Grand Pré. Bring your
own blanket, table, chairs and drinks. Tel: 04 93
65 07 01.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Kraków,
Stockholm, Tel Aviv and Warsaw at 16:30
● Continuing today are the Art de l’Automobile
show, Fête de la St Hermentaire, the Computer
Games Championship and the Comic Strip
Festival.

Wednesday 11
● Classic yacht fans should head for Antibes’
Port Vauban for the start of the Prada Trophy.
This race launches the classic yachts regatta
season as well as the Prada Challenge which ends
in October in St Tropez. During the five day event
there will be live music, barbeques and a party
atmosphere in the port and old town.
Tel: 04 93 34 42 47.
● LOT flies to Copenhagen, Gdansk, Stockholm
and Warsaw at 16:30
● Continuing today is the final for the 21st
International Swimming Meeting

Now booking…
● Some of London’s top professional stand up
comedians are coming to Antibes on Thursday
12 to perform at La Gaffe in a two hour show of
quick fire gags, one-liners and ad libs targeting
the English speaking ex-pat community.
Performance starts around 21:00 and tickets at
€15 should be ordered in advance.A few tickets
may be available on the night. Tel: 04 93 34 04 06.
There will also be performances at Stars ‘n’ Bars
in Monaco on Friday 13 and McMahons in Vieux
Nice on Saturday 14. Tel: +377 93 30 08 75.
● The Blue Water Golf International Team
Scramble on June 13. The day is €560 per team
and tee-off is at 09:00. First prize is a luxury
weekend for eight on a superyacht and lots of
other prizes to be won. Tel: 04 93 34 34 13.

Call 08 99 70 11 11 for today’s weather in your town, or to get a three-day forecast in English. Calls cost €0.34 per minute

Thursday 5

Friday 6

Saturday 7

Sunday 8

Monday 9

Tuesday 10

AM

20°C
Sunny

19°C
Sunny

18°C
Sunny

18°C
Sunny

20°C
Sunny

20°C
Sunny

PM

28°C
Sunny

28°C
Sunny

27°C
Sunny

25°C
Sunny

27°C
Sunny

27°C
Sunny

JUNE IN NICE...
Avg. high: 23°C Avg. sea temp: 20°C
Avg. low: 17°C Avg. rainfall: 36mm
Summer’s here! Watch out for
sunburn, mozzies and too much rosé
on the terrace...
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thursday

june 12
next week!

One token per person. Offer closes 12/6/03.

